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Reflecting on “Responsibility” and “Accountability”
Masakatsu FUKAMIZU, Representative Director

NPO and private citizens of various countries working in
Irag were drawn into the vortex of insurgents’ sudden
operation of taking foreigners as hostage and urging the
coalition forees to withdraw from Irag. The incident
exposed the Japanese government's, media’s, and public's
reactions and thoughts about people involved in NPO
activities. As time passes by, emotional reactions during
or immediately after the event subsided into more logical
thoughts. The discussions are moving to a phase where
people try to determine what lessons they should learn
from the incident.

Some of you may have read the comment given by the
representative of Japan International Volunteer Center
(JVC), a velief organization for Cambodian refugees which
started its activities at around the same time as our
organization and later extended its activities globally to
provide non-government aids in conflict-infested zones
including Traq. “Since it's deployment to Cambodia twenty
some years ago, JVC has never had a casualty for being

I FEeEres50A Children, Our Future

involved in a conflict, Tntegrate with the local people. Worlk
without arm. Keep distance from military and similar
organizations. I believe our success is due to fulfilling
these three prineciples.” CAsals Shimbun, April 23+, 2004)
From the very start, our work in Cambodia has also been
conducted by a limited number of Japanese, we hired as
many local staff as our budget allowed and have set our
goal to have the Cambodians work in self*zustenance, thus
allowing us to conduct our mission safely. Though not as
serious as the war-torn areas in Irag, Cambodia foo has
faced harsh circumstances in the past. It is always
important to know the latest security situation by
collecting and analyzing local information. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank Ms SEKIGUCHI, the
liaison officer of the Cambodia Office, for her wise
judgment and swift actions she has taken in the past vears,

Based on numerous discussions with people
living in villages with relative economical stability in the
suburbs of Phnom Penh, we have shifted the emphasis of
our work to the Trapeang Krasang Weaving Center, aids
to “urban poors” in collaboration with a local NGO in
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Phnom Penh, and a joint teacher-training project with the
Mimstry of Education

Last fall, T attended the dedication ceremony of the newly
completed Weaving Center. After driving an hour and a
half on a relatively good country read, yvet unpaved and
without any street light. I joined the representatives from
the local government and the Japanese Embassy to attend
the ceremony at the Takeo Province Ministry of Education
building. The two-storied building was surrounded by a
big garden which seemed to have been built during the
French colonial rule. However, I was stunned when I
stepped inside the building, It was admittedly the Takeo
Province Ministry of Education, but the interior was
literally empty. Several men were in the office, but the
room was without a decent desk nor a chair. There were
no telephones, not to mention computers, and all there
was an old typewriter. Though I had heard about lack of
financial and personal resources even among the
government ministries and agencies, I was once again
reminded of this conntry’s and government’s poverty. 1
could now understand why many people would come from
afar to catch a glimpse of the new Trapeang Krasang
Weaving Center.

Takeo Province is relatively close to the capital,

but the rest of Cambodia extends far and wide which we
have vel to visit. It 15 appavent that the government aids
do not reach these areas. Even so, people of these remote
villages manage their life without the support from the
state or the government. Our challenge 15 to extend efforts
in gathering and analyzing information — not only the
information related to risk management but also the future
of Cambodia with Cambodians, especially with our local
staff. This would allow us to see where our activity is
heading for and also secure the safety of our staffs. The
sitnation in Asia continues to be volatile. Fortunately, we
are hlessed than ever with capable staffs, both in Cambodia
and in Japan, who solidly carry out their jobs. It may be
that we are stepping onto the stage of maturation in terms
of NP0 activities. Last vear, we were given much finaneial
support through donations of various organizations and
fund-raising by students who visited our office as a part
of their sovial studies. These came on top of support from
our members and skills from volunteers. It may be a sign
to demonstrate that NPO activities are widely and
extensively winning understanding of the society. I would
like to express my sincere appreciation and congratulation
for Japanese civil society as it achieves maturity with
development of eivie groups like us.
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CYR Childcare Project for the Year 2003

It is 24 years since CYR started its activities and 13 years
since the childcare project was launched in rural Cambodia.
The yaar 2003 marked the beginning of a new ara as CYR's
childcare centers sought the means far self-sustenance, the
support for urban children in Phnom Penh was started jointly
with a local NGO, and contribution toward training of
preschool education began in cooparation with the
Cambodian Ministry of Education. All are new attempts and
expected to |last for many years. We report here
accomplishments and directions of CYR's childeare project
during the year 2003,

Four Rural Childcare Centers Head Toward Self-
support

CYR manages four childeare centers in villages,
providing care to village children. The major
challenge within the project is to make these centers

i Feti=50838 Children, Dur Fulure

“independent”, meaning to “end their dependence on
CYR aids and run the center by Cambodians”.
Parents and local residents seem to be slowly gaining
understanding from child-care workers that their
cooperation is essential as we continue our appeal to
the latter in workshops. Childeare workers have also
tried hard by going from house to house to request
payment of childcare fees. They are also working on
“micro-credit program” that allocates the earned
interests for funding the childeare centers.

“Secure Place™ for Phnom Penh Children

Starting last year, CYR and "Khemara”, a local NGO,
reopened two Khemara childcare centers in Phnom
Penh that had been closed for financial difficulties.
Children from the area where many families work as
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day laborers are now secured with a place to spend
the day while their parents are out working. Though
parents and guardians are requested to pay 500 riels
(about 14 yen) per day for their children’s lunch, only
30 to 40% pay. Many families can't afford to pay the
lunch fees, but children who go home during
lunchtime do not necessarily have something to eat.
CYR and Khemara are now seeking solutions
including possible revision of lunch fees.

Last year, workers and management
committee members of the two groups had the
opportunity for exchange, stimulating CYR childcare
centers to observe Khemara's community-based
administration style, and Khemara to learn
meticulous childcare offered by CYR childcare
centers. "While the parents were working as porters,
three children were playing under a lorry and run
over by it. We need a childcare center for the
community!” This appeal was voiced at a meeting
held at Khemara Childcare Center by a distraught

mother of twelve children who lost three of them.

As we learned the situation of urban
children, we realized their acute need for assistance,
This year, we will help to construct a kindergarten
in a community of people driven out of their homes
because of a fire in Phnom Penh,

From “Dots" to “Plane”

The Cambodian Ministry of Education started to
emphasize pre-school education in order to encourage
“all G-year-olds to enter elementary school.” But only
11% of the three-to-five year old population attends
kindergarten (or pre-school classes created within the
elementary school) (source’ the Ministry of Education,
2003). At the request of the Ministry, CYR started
its cooperation in Kandal Province, where CYER has
long served, to provide training for 126 kindergartens
and sponsor circuit tours to kindergartens. This
January, the first training session took place to
discuss the teaching material and we were able to
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meet many childcare workers. Visits to kindergartens
within the Province were also started. We hope to
rely on CYR's long time experience to improve the
pre-school education in Cambodia.

The government lacks numerous items for
training including drawing papers and pens, tools and
materials, and travel expenses for trainees to attend
the training. In addition to the type of support we
can offer based on our experience, financial aid is
imperative,

CYR has served children through its
childeare activities, However, the activity is limited
to six childeare centers and the number of children
involved at one time is approximately 250. When we
lock at the vast land of Cambodia, our activity seems
only “tiny dots”. By cooperating with the Ministry of
Edueation, CYR's commitment began to move from
“the level of dots” to “the level of plane.”

b FEEIESCEB Children, Our Future

With the follow-up study of children who attended
CYR's childeare centers (refer to Nos. 65 and 68 of
our newsletter), various facts have surfaced. One is
that “CYR's childcare center enjoys a high reputation
among parents, guardians and school teachers.” On
the other hand, we are perplexed by their lack of
interest in education as reflected in a comment of
“two to three years of education at elementary school
will do”. After 13 years, CYR's childeare project has
still a myriad of problems to overcome, CYR continues
to explore the measures and the extent of assistance
to support independence of Cambodian people.

(Photos by Mr. Masanori KOBAYASHI)
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News From Cambodia

Thank You and Goodbye, Pheap

Ms. Khampoy TONGNAM (aka Pheap), a Thai stafl
in charge of weaving, resigned in March. Pheap has
been involved with our activities in refugee camps
since 1983, and when CYR moved its operation to
Cambodia, she also came to live in the Phnom Penh
Office and continued to teach weaving. Pheap has
been at the center of our weaving activities and
supported CYR for a long time.

Pheap is very unassuming and many of the
weaving trainees thought of her as an older zister,
When the time came for her to leave, there were tears
all around at the farewell parties.

Before departing for Thailand, Pheap asked
to give thanks to all those people to whom she feels
indebted for their help and support. We give our
sincere thanks for her service over the years.

Fun Excursion

We organized an eagerly awaited excursion for the
children who will graduate from our childcare center
this September. The destination was the Royal Palace
and a swimming pool in the city. The children and
childeare workers were all overjoyed as it was the
first experience for most. In Cambodia people usually
swim in their clothes so we told the children to bring
a change of clothes, However, many children did not
bring a change of clothes on the day and the CYK
(CYR in Cambodia) office hurriedly rustled up some
T-zhirts. At the palace, the childven were far more
absorbed in watching fishes in the pond than in the
model of Angkor Wat on display! Happy faces of the
children running around enjoving themselves under
the scorching sunshine left a lasting impression,

FEEIES5AMEAB Children, Our Future 7
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Literacy Class for Weaving Students
- S0 That Village Women May Gain Strength to Live Better Life

From March 2004, we started Literacy Class on a trial basis. Ten trainees are
kapt busy with both their weaving and studies. The class is held for one hour
each day and they leam theory and history of weaving, English, and arithmetic.

Creating Attractive Classes
At the Trapeang Krasang Weaving Training Center, in
between weaving work, students can be seen copying
down notes from the blackboard or reading hooks,

Weaving training basically involves learning
by watching and doing, but it is also necessary to learn
the basics of weaving techniques, cost ealeulation and
marketing, ete. This class is a part of the weaving
training and will last for five months.

Weaving theory is taught by Mr. Mich, CYK's
(CYR in Cambodia) weaving trainer, while CYK staff Mr.
Vichet teaches marketing and the deputy village head
teaches history of weaving. Other staff include members
of the center's management committes, a local English

8 FEE=5c08A8 CcChildren, Our Future

Currieulum
History cfweaving in Camboda, fabric types
Weaving thaary: Winding the warmps, tying threads for
Ikat pattams, dyeing, ate.
Marketing: cost caleulation, producon and sales control
English: greefing customers, alphabet ate,
Arithmetic
Talks by local weaving specialisi

teacher and a weaving specialist. The curriculum reflects
requests from students. Mr, Vichet says "We want to
create attractive classes in which people can enjoy
learning things they want to know'.

Reactions From Students

Trainees voiced their opinions after two months of the
class,

“We can study many things so it is fun.” “Teachers are
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really nice but they usually give homework so it’s tough!”
"I enjoy weaving more now that we know the story
behind it.” “Arithmetic is difficult, but I am really happy
that I can now caleulate.”

The most popular subject is English.
Arvithmetic is also popular although it is difficult. Many
can write or read elementary Khmer, but one has
completed up to Grade 2 of Elementary School,
However, they were earnestly copying down newly
learned letters in their notebooks. They seem to enjoy
being able to understand letters litile by little.

We noticed changes in the students during
weaving training. For example, arithmetic helps
trainees to calculate thread length and eloth width and
the cost of materials. The weaving theory class helped
them understand the actual weaving work.
Furthermore, when they are tired after complex and
detailed weaving work, the chanee to study together
helps refresh everyone.

Supporting Steps Toward Independence
The importance of literacy does not merely stop at

learning to read and write, but it gives the fundamental
capacity to live in today's society, provides knowladge
and skills to enahle people to participate voluntarily in
society, and ultimately means transformation of society,
CYHR believes this literacy class will help self-support
of trainees. It is a place of learning what is directly
useful for acquiring weaving techniques and what can
be useful in their life after graduation. The confidence
gained will help them attain maturitw

We will continue to motivate the trainees and
give them a sense of achievement.

The Graduates are Also Trying Hard! —I

Every month, the weaving graduates gather at the center
to talk about progress of their work. In addition to one |
graduate who is already independently selling [kat weaving,
several entered contract with brokers to sell their weaving.
Purthermore, two of the last vear's graduates will soon begin
to sell their weaving under contract. We were glad to hear

that they are working little by little towards independence.
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In Memory of Rev. Eio KUSANO
Genzo TAKEHISA

This April marked the tenth annual Flower Festival Concert.
At Meijidera Temple, beautiful tone of Mr. Genzo
TAKEHISA's harpsicord resounded throughout the main
hall. Mr. TAKEHISA writes memories of Rev. KUSANO,
the previous resident priest of Meijidera Temple who passed
away last year and who has done a great deal to hold the
concert all these years.

If asked to describe Rev. KUSANO, I would be at a loss
for words. It is like being asked to describe water: so
much is to be said, and yet a mere word might suffice, 1
knew him for exactly 10 years. Ten years may sound
like ages, but I feel that we have known each other much
longer., This is perhaps because his permeating
personality consistently gives one the feeling of
familiavity as il being with a distant relative, and
friendliness aa if being with a lifelong childhood friend.

I may sound as if we were meeting daily. The
fact is, the only time we saw each other was when winter
turned to spring—just one or two days when I went to
Meijidera Temple to prepare for the concert, and the
day of the concert itself. Now that he has passed away,
I regret not having conversed more often, and then
again, it may have been as well. It is a strange feeling.

I do not personally know many people who
follow Buddhism. I think the practice that Buddhists
go through their path to achieve awakening or
enlightenment is somewhat similar to how musicians
practice. Inboth. we search for the sensitive, invisible,
inaudible and exquisite spirit among each and every
person, among each and every sound, expressing it in
different ways, loving it, and celebrating it together the
onenesg of life and death. In this way, true music and
enlightenment may be something that is out of reach,
but is always near you, right by you, and yet slips
through your fingers. When Rev. KUSANO and I started
our discuasion on this topic. we would forget the time
and keep talking half a day, sometimes even the entire
day. He was the type of a friend with the right balance
of tension and humor and we would talk about such
gerious topice as if over tea in an easygoing manner.
That Rev. KUSANO is no longer here.

The last time I saw him, he was already
bedridden. His consciousness was clouded. and although
his lips were moving, 1 could not make out what he was
saying. But in my ears, I could hear his elear voice all
the same,
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4 Obituary

Wr, Otori KURINGO, a former ambassador to Cambodia, passed
away on April 13. Mr. KURINO has supported CYR from its
early stages by giving talks about Cambodia at CYR lecture
meetings and offering invaluable advice based on his experience.
We offer our sincere condolences to Mrs, KURING and other
members of his family.

# 2004 Directory of Japanese NGOs Concerned with
International Cooperation

The latest edition of the “Directory of Japanese WNGOs Concerned with
International Cooperation” that has won great popularity from affiliates
and enthusiasts of international cooperation is out. This divectory
describes and gives the latest data of Japanese MGUs involved in
development, environment, human rights and peace keeping and is
revised and issued every two years by the Japan NGO Center for
International Cooperation (JANIC). It iz a unique encyclopedia of
international cooperation citizen groups. CYR is also introduced.

[Ba: 428 pages, ¥3,000 (TANIC members price ¥3,000)/Shipping fee ¥a00]
See details on JANIC web site <httpffwwwjanic.orgipridichtml=
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Sales of Cambodian textile / photo exhibitions

2/26.27 Clearance Sale of Cambodian Textile
at CYR Office (Tokya)
3/28.29 The 9 Asian Bazaar (Kanagawa)
ZONA-ZONA CLUB / CYR
516 Havama Art Festival (Kanagawal
5/21.22 Cambodian & Asian Fabric Bazaar

at Shokoin Temple (Tokyo)

Charity events & bazaars
4/8 The 10" Flower Festival Charity Concert
My Genzo TAKEHISA played harpsichord
at Hyakkannon Meijidera Temple (Tokyo)
International Day (Tokyo)
Catholic Himonya Church Bazaar (Tokyo)

5/16
5/23

Vigitz by junior high school students
Students from Otobe Junior High (Iwate),
Esashidaiichi Junior High (Iwate), Noda Junior
High (Fukushima), Shimizu Junior High
(Fukushimal, Kitamatsuzono Junior High
(Iwate), Minaminakayama Junior High (Miyagi),
Takasald Junior High (Miyagi), Dainohara Junior
High (Mivagi). and Tago Junior High (Miyagil
visited CYR.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Passing on Weaving Skills

to the Next Generation

A=+ X k(31

bt o 2SO arHE -
F—T7. EFHkl—F—LLT1 A

SUONG Mich (31)

SUONG Mich started working as a
trainer in January.2004 at the

Trapeang Krasang Weaving Training
Center. He comes to the center every
day to teach 10 trainees how to wind,
tie, dve, and weave the silk threads,
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He is also in charge of a new subject

"Theory of Weaving” offered at the

center's literacy course.
He lives in Viel in Takeo Province with
his wife and three daughters. His
yvoungest daughter was born last April
on Cambodian New Year's Day. Every
morning, he leaves home on his
motorcyele at 6:30, and comes straight home after work.
Although he is serious and striet about work, his
kindness and humor is perhaps why many trainees often
go to him to seek advice,

Mich learned [kat weaving after his marriage
to his wife, who is also a weaver, and has been doing it
for more than 10 vears. His exquisite Tkat designs are
well-known among local traders, and he i= very good at
designing new lkat patterns. In addition to instructing
the trainees, he helps former trainees with their work,
gives advice, and is currently making a sample book of
lkat patterns. He hopes that each trainee would improve
her skill and become a full-fledged artisan. He declares
that “T am proud to pass on my weaving skills to the

T ik o

L

next generation.”

CYRDERME “FEBJ{Z=L PleaseJoin CYR

E2F Membership fee per vear
iE£ A Regular member ¥10,000
Hi#E=B Group member % 30,000
3 B1== B Supporting member 3{7E4 L Any amount

TROOEIzDEE < =&y, Please send the money to the following accounts:
EAEIR Y Postal transfer : ($§35) HLBEFEI S5 No.00110-8-36227
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Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, Roppongi branch, savings account
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Head Office
Marute Azabu Bldg. 2F, 3-2-20, Motoazabu, Minnto-ku,
Tokyve, 1060046, Japan

Phnom Penh Office
No.67 Samdech Sothearos B, Sangkat Tonle Basase, Khan
Uhambkar Moo, Phssem Penh, Cambodin TEL: +R55 25-2 10849
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