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Srey Ny of Cambodia

Life of Primary School Children in Cambodia and Japan

When | go to the town,
| ride :

When | eat food,
| use .

These sentences with blanks are taken
from a teaching kit called “Srey Ny of
Cambodia”, The kit was prepared for
primary and junior high school pupils for
learning about Cambodia. They are
asked to fill in the blanks in one sheet
with appropriate words according to their
life and another sheet based on their idea
of how people in Cambodia live. They
ari then shown the slides introducing a
primary school pupil called Srey Ny, her
daily life, meals and her school in a
Cambodian village.

The kit was produced from the
materials provided by CYR as a result
of the 3-day Workshop on Making
Teaching Materials [or Development
Education given by Development
Education Couneil of Japan (DECT) in
the autumn of 1997, 10 of the
participants interested in childeare and
Cambodia worked out those sentences
with blanks for the kit .

Eat with hand?

Tunior high school students from Twate
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Villagers take “romok” O 9o o lown,

Prefecture visited CYR an their school
trip. They thought that people in
Cambodia used hands 1o eat foods while
the Japanese used chopsticks and lorks,
but learned from the slides that people
used spoons. They ride bicycle when
going to town, but thought Cambaodians
take a bus or maybe ride a cow or a
donkey. In Srey Ny's village, people ride
motorbike attached with a rear car for
transporting things, and others ride
bicycles.

By learning about typical life in a
Cambaodian village, they find features
that are the same or different from those
of their life. As they try to find out
reasons for differences, they begin to
understand the differences in culture,
manners and customs, and how the Civil
War radically changed Cambodia.

Real Images of Nearby
Countries

Mr, Kazuyoshi ISHIKAWA was one of
the members who produced the kit. He
thought “Japanese people know a lot

about countries in the west, but not about

countries near Japan. They have pre-
conceptions based on images on TV, 1
would like to wipe out such images and
convey the real facts about these
countries,” He tried to produce the kit
[rom the viewpoints of children as much
as possible. From the year 2002,
Tapanese schools will start
“Comprehensive Study™. In future, Mr.
ISHIKAWA would like to teach in
university and train teachers for such
study, He “would like 1o increase people
with understanding of diverse cultures

and values”.

There Is No Correct Answer...
There is no correct word to fill in the
sentence 1 like doing best of
all in & day™. Respondenis are expected
to exercise their imagination instead of
seeking a hint from the shdes.
“Students do not like questions
without correct answers”, A member
who started teaching English in a public

junior high school since last year says.
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“There is no cormect answer?! How am 1
to answer such a question? It's so silly.”
She thinks that if she kept asking students
to fill in the blanks of this type of
sentr:m:rr:s, they may eventally realize that
there are questions that can be answered
in more than one ways.

She would like to use the kit in her
classes, but at the moment, all she does
everyday is to make students enter the
classroom orderly and take seats
prompily when the chime sounds.
“Many arc nol prepared to listen to me
talking about a foreign country.” She
feels that students are so preoccupied
with themselves that they have no room
tiy accept the sense of values that arc
different from those of their own. She is
concerned that students would merely
feel that people with different values are
“poor” and their life “inconvenient and
tiresome™.

Mr, Tatsuhiko HAYASHI, a high
school teacher of geography, history and
civics, is also a member of the group. He

helieves that “it is all right even if the

25 = DB SN OUT
The classroom of Srey Ny's school

FE&E5MEEHND, 52 Dec, 19499
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students have negative impressions”,
“The class is meaningful as a place to
encounter people and things that they had
never seen or heard.”

Reactions of Those of the Same
Generation

Yamata Primary School in Hachiaji,
Tokyo holds annual campaign for
collecting money for UNICEF and give
a lecture on international cooperation,
CYR was invited this year to talk about
the sitwation in Cambodia using the slides
“Srey Ny of Cambodia”, Children wrote
their impressions.

| Representing children of |
Cambaodian, Ms. Minemura told
us a story about Srey Ny. She first |
| showed us a day of Srey Ny with |
ig slides. | was most impressed by |
Srey My's life in school. | think :
| UNICEF must have given Srey Ny
* her school bag.
They have only a few teachers ]

and many pupils and therefore
must divide into morning and
afternoon classes. They use the
same textbooks in the morning
and the afternoon. The textbooks
are torn, but they take great care
of them. | think they are great!

! Ms. Minemura wore a
Cambodian dress. | had thought |
people were so poor that we must
| give "UNICEF” to them and that
. people did not have pretty dresses
 like in Japan. Cambodian dress
| was very pretty. It was much §
| prettier than | had imagined.

The kit “Srey Ny of Cambodia”
includes the sheets of sentences, slides
and other materials such as a text on the
Civil War and its aftermath and teachers’
guide describing Cambodia and its
history and suggestions on how 1o use
the kit in classes. CYR will continue o
improve the kit, which was given to CYR
by the Workshop members.

" What is Development Education?

Development in English means social development
with emphasis on people. Developmant education
is an activity mtended to help each of us 1o despen
understanding of various problems invalved in
development, 1o envisage the ideal form of
development and to participate in building an
equitablze olobal society where everyone lives in
peace.

{Excerpt translation from "Rathatsu kyolku tte naan
{What i= development education?)” published by

DECJ)
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Changes in Thai
Border Towns and

Villages

DEC (CYR in Thailand) reports about border villages in Aranyaprathet,
Srakeaw based on the result of a recent survey.

Annual income of ¥60,000

The army owns the most of farmland in
Phoonamklliang Village located 6 km
{rom the Cambodian border. Inhabitants
rent the land for free of charge for
farming. A family earns from 10,000 1o
100,000 Bahts (approximately ¥30.000 1o
¥300,000) a year. Due to poor harvest,
they earned only about 20,000 Bahts or
¥60,000 last year. Since villagers are self
sufficient in some aspects, comparison in
monetary values alone does not
necessarily draw an accurate picture, but
some families are forced to live in
destitute until the next harvesi. During
the fallow season of rice, people earn 80
Bahts a day (¥240) for helping with
farming in their village and 100 Bahts for
AS
Cambodians from across the border work

helping outside the village.

for less money, jobs are hard to come by,
Some open a store or do sewing for
others. About 50 youths fresh out of
junior high school went to Bangkok to
work in a shoe factory.

In Kudhin Village where immigrants
from Laos live, people rent the land for
farming and those who cannot afford the
rent work as day laborers. When the
income from farming is decreased due to
poor harvest, they contract loans from
banks and agents. During the 3-month
fallow period, people have no side work
such as weaving as in other villages. The
village head told us that the biggest
problem is poverly. As there is no work
Lo be had in the village, many men go o

F £ & & MEEHNo, 52 Dec, 1999
Fi Children, Qur Future

Bangkok and ather places to work as
construction workers,

Casino Enlivens the Town

This spring two casinos were opened in
Poi P, a town located across the border
bridge in Cambodia, which is about 6 km
from Aranyaprathet. Many bus tours
come o Aranyaprathet from Bangkok.
Tourists flock to restaurants and stalls on
the street, The hotel raised their room
charge from 530 Bahts (¥1,650) to 650
Bahts, and the rooms are always full,
Aranyaprathet has become a new tourist
spot, as the restrictions on crossing the
border by foreigners were lifted about
Lwo years previously.

What About Drugs and Guns?
Many people are employed by casinos
and paid relatively high wages. Some are
concerned about the moral of the town,
When the problems of drugs, prostitution,
guns, or inflation occur near the casinos,
nearby villages are bound to be affected.
Drrugs are a major issue in all the
border arcas of Thailand. Even when the
control is tightened within the country,
drugs are smuggled in from Cambodia
or Myanmar by land and it is very
difficult to control them. 1In
Aranyaprathet, we often hear of families
whose parents were both arrested because
of drugs, a mother working to support the
family alone because her hushand was
arrested, of youths who went o work 1n
big cities and acquired the taste for drugs.

EECEXESY—Frv hiEs.
A big market is open at the bordar,

AV AMECIIE, BENETS
ALHAVFAMFELDERRSNS,
Cambodian childran beaging far monsay
are seen around the casinos.,
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Ity Lies in Passing
Preserving the Art

tional Weaving

The Weaving Center in CYK (CYR in
Cambodia) aims to train young village
women in weaving solid and ikat silks
and dyeing with natural dyes in order
to preserve on the traditional skills
and techniques of Cambodia’s hand
woven fabrics and to help them earn
cash income.

She Left In Order to Work ata
Factory

An 18-year old girl who was the second
term trainee had the dexterity and quick
mind and soon began Lo create quite good
products, When the assistant was forced
to take leave because of a traffic accident,
she helped with purchases and
management of money, She meant Lo
continue weaving at home after the
training was over, but left the Center
about one month prior to completion of
the course. Her aunt found a job at a
textile factory and urged her to work
there,

Trainees all start the course fully
intending to continue weaving at home,
But circumstances may change or they
may change their mind. Two others
quitted the course just prior Lo
completion. Perhaps we were not careful

F ¥ & 1=+ MEA ENo, 52 Dec. 1909
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enough to choose the right candidates.
Young women in Cambodia seem 1o
have difficulties in making a choice even
when the choice affects their future
significantly. The country was in a slale
of civil war for 20 years from 1970, and
fighting ceased completely only a few
years ago, In the days when people are
alraid of another war that may happen at
any time, they cannot have positive plans
or prospects for future. For women
growing up in a culture where obedience
to one's parents is valued most, there are
few opportunities for them to think and
decide on their own. It is understandably
diflicult to choose a profession ar (o he
firmly prepared to undergo training in

order 1o master a technigue.

Leading to Cash Income

For those who finished the 1-year
training course and are continuing
weaving at home, cash income is not 50
casily gained. This is because they
cannot weave s0 quickly. To complete
traditional silk ikat cloth (about Im#3.6
m) to earn about USS25, it usually takes
her about two months, Her work is often
interrupted by farming and housework.
CYK hopes to encourage those who

Training for kat weaving at the Weaving Cariter

successfully completed the course 1o gain

cash income early and to be motivated
for continuing weaving, For instance,
CYK plans to give a short course in basic
technigues. Those who finished this
course will be able to weave solid fabric
for scarves and earn some household
money. Once the wefts are on the loom,
she can weave about one meter solid silk

ina day.

Challenge Indigo Dyeing

With the change in the content of the
training, we are taking up indigo dyeing,
which is very popular. Although indigo
was widely used as a dye Tor cotton [or
daily use before the Civil War, we have
not yet met anyone who remembers the
dyeing technique of pre-war days. Indigo
grows naturally along country roads and
near the paddies. The plant belongs to
‘Polygonaceae family” and is different
from the plant used for indigo dyeing
in Japan, which belongs to Fables
family. We are repeating experiments
trying to come up with good indigo
color. In addition to traditional ikat,
we are also experimenting with simple
patterns, which enhance the colors of

natural dyes.
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Training in Japan and
Childcare in Thailand

—From Noi’s Report—

Ms. Wararatana KANKUNG, Noiis 22
year old childcare worker in a Thai
village. She visited Japan in
September and underwent 1-manth
training at three childcare facilities in
Kita City, Tokyo. Her training was
made possible by “Support Activities
for Child Care in SE Asia" being
carried out jointly by Kita City
government, volunteers and CYR
since 1996.

Noi recorded her days in her diary.

Sept. 24, Fine, Toshima Kindergarten;
“Teacher says that children need
training in thinking on their own.
Teacher just explains and makes
children think and implement. Thus,
children can have their own ideas and
when they grow up, they can be
independent. ”

In Thailand, junior or senior high
school graduates attend the 2-week
training course given by the
administration and immediately start
working at village childcare centers,
They must look after children without
sufficient knowledge about children’s
development, games or teaching
materials. Usually there are only two
childcare workers to look after about 30
children a5 they bathe, eat meals, and they
sometimes prepare their meals. They
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have little time to talk to children or even
think about needs for such things.
Having finished her training, Noi
said that “1 could see that teachers treated
each child with gentle care and try 1o
read their mind™. Ms.
YAMADA, Assistant principal of
Toshima Kindergarten, was impressed

Hatsue

by the fact that “Noi noticed what we
most respect and consider important”.

Sapt. 29, Cloudy, Ojihoncho Childcare
Center,

"Because of the ample budget,
lapanese childcare center can do
everything easily. They can do almost
anything because they have the
annual budget.”

In Thailand, a childcare center
spends most of its budget as personnel
expenses. They receive very little help
for teaching materials or meals. Noi was
particularly impressed by the well-
balanced menu offered to children at
Japanese childcare centers. She learned
that the administration was responsible
for preparing menus, the cook selected
dishes from the menu, and families are
charged fees for childcare including
meals depending on their income.

Training included learning about
games, Loys, meals and personal hygiene
in Japanese childcare facilities and

taking them back 1o the childeare center
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There are cnly 13 chidren in Toshima
Kindergarten located in & huge housing
complex of abaut 1,000 households.

in her home country. Many of the
Japanese ways of making toys oul of
“waste materials” were not suitable for
Thailand: milk cartons, film cases, or
cotton gloves which are considered waste
materials and used in making toys in
Japan are not available in Thailand.

It was agreed that the study tour
group including those from the childcare
facilities where Noi underwent training
would visit Noi's village in
Aranyaprathet in November and try to
make toys with materials available in

Thai villages such as emply cans.



et Us Eat Nutritious Breakfast
Menu in a Cambodian Childcare Center

E
In Cambodian villages. breakfast consists of a

bowl of gruel and a small side dish. A family
may have only a bowl of gruel and soy sauce.

~ These are not satisfactory for children. Many
~ families are increasingly eﬁting instant noodles
. for breakfast.

At two childeare centers in Samrong Krom,
children are served breakfast after morning
exercise. Side dishes are prepared by childcare
workers considering nutritional values for
children.

* Soft boiled and seasoned beans stir-fried with
eggs

* Finely shredded broiled pork or beef

* Small shrimps and fishes in season seasoned
with soy and sugar

According to the United Nation's statistics
{Basic Social Services for All; 1997), 40% of
Cambodian children under 5 are underweight.
Of the children attending CYR's childcare

- centers (aged 3 - 6), only 15% are underweight.
* To acquire good dietary habits and improve the
stature will be most beneficial for their future.
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S8 Membership Fee per year
T8 Regularmember 210,000 2EEE8 Swdent member ¥ 3,000
WEES (FEH) Supponing member {Organization/Corporation) 30,000
=EhEE (@A) Supponing member (Individual) HTEEL Any amount

F’Iéase Join CYR.

Flease send the money to the following account;

HigEE O0BHS 00110-5-36227

Fostal Transfer; PO Acct. Mo 001 10-B-36227

|ITHRY. EERIETEEERE ®8 1280817

Bank Transfer: Daiichikangyo Bank Hiroo Branch Savings Acct. Mo, 1280817
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Head Office  :1-1820, Midorigaoka, Meguro-ko, Tokyo 15240064, JTapan

Aranyaprathet 38 Khang Wat Luang, Aranyaprathel, Srakeaw 27120,
Thailand T +56-37-2531-344

Phnom Penh  :MNoS8 50432 Sangkat Toul Tumpoung [T, Khan Chamkar Mon,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 8 +355-23-210849

4



	第52号_p01
	第52号_p02
	第52号_p03
	第52号_p04
	第52号_p05
	第52号_p06
	第52号_p07
	第52号_p08
	第52号_p09
	第52号_p10
	第52号_p11
	第52号_p12

