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Children of Prey Ta Toch

i Michiko NOMURA

Child Care Coordinator, CYK (CYR in Cambodia)

As | walk down the village street, | hear children's voices
. calling out "Chom riap sua (Hello)" from here and there,
. even from the tree tops. They are "graduates" of the Child
Care Center. Since its opening in 1991, a total of 61 children
"graduated" from the Center. Let's have a look at how they

are doing today.

Fhanty is 10 and a third grader in
primary school. When he was attending
the Center, he eried a lot and couldn't
go 1o toilet alone. In Cambodia, even
the first graders are not allowed to move
on to the next grade if they fail in the
year-end exam. But he is bright and
advanced smoothly and is now in the
third grade. "Studying is not so
difficult", he says. He often comes to
the Center and plays with small children.
He sings well and is very proud that he
can sing the national anthem of

Camhodia,

Routh is 11 who is in the second
grade, and his sister Srey Leakisa
Q-year old first grader. They lost father
when they were small, and lived with
grandmother and mother, who was
mentally disturbed because of the shock.
Last year mother died of illness. For a
while, they lived separately with
relatives in other village, but recently
returned to live, She has lost an cye due
to cataract. Meighbors are helping them.
Routh is kind to his sister and looks after

her well. "1 like it here (Prey Ta Toch)
after all", he says.

Sok Heng is 11 and his sister Sok
Kha 9. They do not attend school. Sok
Heng flies kite in the rice field after the
harvest. Making kite requires a

particular skill in finding the right spot

TxFaF (108 2F%£)
In Dea (10 yr. odd, 2nd grade)

10 tie the knot and controlling the weight
of tail (made of paper or twig). Sok
Heng is respected by friends because of
his kite making skill. [ often see Sok
Kha carrying on her head a large basket
filled with rice on her way to the rice
polishing station. She often visits us at
the Center. She bathes with her younger
peers and makes small things at the
Sewing Club with the help from older
children, "Sok Kha, when are you going
to school?™ "This year, T will." "What
about Sok Heng?" "I don't know."

Ten vear old [n &2 is in the second
grade, and 9 year old Srgy Ny in the
first grade. They have been very close
since they atiended the Center. Although
they are now in different grades, they
still play together. In Dea is very
attentive and used to be "small teacher”,
Srey Ny used to cry and tried to follow
her sister home after being brought to
the Center. She is now a big sister to
three younger siblings. "School is fun,
but I like the Center better." "We played
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Children of Prey Ta Toch

a lot, teachers were nice, and we had
snacks," "T liked getting a boiled egg
after cleaning on Fridays."

Doul, Srey Ny's brother who is 11
and in the second grade, used to belong
to a rough boys' group. Now, he is
responsible for tending two cows,

®a Vy is 11. He and his older
brother both attended the Center. They
do not go to school. Their mother keeps
divorcing and getting married and their
family life appears unsettled. One of
their close friends while at the center is
now in the second grade, the ather, the
third grade. Ra Vy is very good at
Iooking after children. He baby-sits for
their neighbars,

Tha is 8 and in the first grade. On
his way home from school, he opens his
school bag and shows me his notebook.
"We did arithmetic today." "T try to take
her 1o the Center, but she won't go", he
tells me about his & year old sister. His
eldest brother, who is 18, is getting

EEILRE
Children graduated fraom Child Care Center

married to his childhood sweetheart in
March. His third older brother who used
to do well in school and had good
manners has changed after he fell from
a palm tree and hit his head. Mother is
worried about his not doing so well.
Tha's family has only a small land and
they help others in farming.

Chak Eeya is 9 and is in the first
grade. She is often seen making
pinwheels from palm leaves for her lintle
sister and looking for long-horn beetle,
She reminds sister 1o keep good manners
and to "greet the teacher". "I can cook
rice now", she proudly tells me. "School
is fun. I like books, but there are no
picture books at school. But, I can't
write my name yet. I know the first
letter, though," Her mother told me,
"she has good manners and helps with
the house, thanks to her training at the
Center."

Chak Reya is not the only one o help
with the housework.
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Revzrberé_it_i_ﬂs Heart and Life

It is 17 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambodian villages,
and with settlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think "now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

“Growing Up in the Refugee Camp”

MNong Phalla (24 ¥r. Old) attendad
the CYR Pre-school Center in
Khao | Dang Refugee Camp
between 1982 and 1984, His
father died of an accident in 1875

and mother of sickness in the

camp in 1890. In April 1982, he
returned to his country, entered

the Reception Center in
Kompong Chhnang, and was re-united

with his relatives whom he lost touch

under the Por Pot Regime. He then
came to Phnom Penh to stay with

uncle and aunt. Mow he works as a
guard at the Cambodian Women's
Development Agency (CWDA), a local
NGO which is currently cooperating

with CYR. How does he regard life at
the Refugee Camp and the Pre-school
Center?

——How do you like your life in
Phnom Penh?

I live with my uncle and his wife.
They are very good to me and [ enjoy
my work. [ think I am lucky. I leamed
to type in English and Khmer at
CWDA's Job Training Center, and am
currently studying computer,

—What did you think of life at
the Refugee Camp?

Life at the camp was easy in one
sense. The meaning of "difficuliy”

Nong Phalla

BESro7ORER 1084 £5H-8
Pre-school Center in Rafugee Camp
14984 Keruhing 15K

became different after [ returned to home
country. In the camp, we could obtain
most daily necessities and had
opportunities to receive medical care
and education. But it was not my own
country and we had no freedom of
movement. In Cambodia, we are free
to choose a place to live and work, but
opportunities for realizing them are
limited. Naturally, we must make our
own living and life is very hard.

At the camp, when I was in the sixth
grade, 1went to school in the morning
and learned to repair bikes in the
afternoon, [ took guitar lessons for one
year. I'had opportunities to study many
things.

——Do you remember anything
from the Pre-school Center?
When I entered the Center, 1 was only
130 em tall and weighed 16 kg although
I was nine years old. I was suffering

would like to learn.

from mal-nuitrition.

I drew pictures every day. [
was given paper and taught how
to draw. That was the time |
began to love drawing. 1
remember drawing scenes of the
camp. We enjoyed singing and
dancing to Cambodian music,
We played with various teaching
tools and learned hygienic habits such
as washing body and hands.

—What have you learned at the
Center?

[ think I learned "pleasure and wonder
of creating things" and “importance of
learning and educating myself".

——What do you like to do?

I am interested in computer now, 1
would like to learm more. 1 like to draw,
too. 1 draw posters for CWDA activities
on themes such as "Prohibit
Prostilution" and "Fight ATDS". [ make

cards for sale, too,

—What are your future plans?

I am now working as a guard. Butl
wish to continue studying and teach
what I am good at, such as fine art and
computer technology, T would be very
happy if T could convey what I can do
and what I know to other people who
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MOBILE CHILD CARE

Joining Hands with Community People

Chalong CHANCHAEOW
Mabile Library Program Coodinator, DEC

In Aranyaprathet, Srakeaw province, DEC
{CYR in Thailand) offers services to primary
schools and villages without child care centers
through mobile child care, mobile library and

library boxes. We report these activities as we

enter the fourth year.

Mobile Child care and Mobile
Library

DEC started offering mobile library
service in 1994 in Parai and Tapphrik
villages near Cambodian border where
we had been supporting child care
centers. Although there are 104 villages
in Aranyaprathet, there are only 16 child
Care centers,

In 1996, we started visiting villages
without child care centers once a week
carrying play tools, picture books and
materials for soybean milk. Between
30 w 100 infants, primary school
children, parents and villagers gather at
one time, We choose games, songs and
picture books depending on the age and
number of children.

Activities of Primary School
Children

In 1993 a Japanese supporl group
donated books to Parai Primary Schoal,
and we started story telling to children,
and teaching them how to classify and
repair books. After three years of our
support activities, School Library Club
members started to take responsibility
for supervising books, ete. We wanted
this 8-member group to participate in
child care activities in some way or
other. The children would visit the

e AT

Mong Koi Village, Thailand

Center they used to attend, help child
minders and play with children. In
villages, children's daily work include
helping parents and looking after their
siblings. They enjoy playing with
younger brothers and sisters as they
learn about children.

A puppet show was presented on
Children's Day last year. This was the
first activity in which primary school
pupils and smaller children participated
together. Children also took lessons in
making dolls for small children along
with child minders of Aran. The biggest
success achieved was pupils
participated in mobile library activities
and looked afier voung children. They
found what they were best at, read
picture books together with smaller
ones, played with puzzles, and helped
with making soybean milk, Through
such activities, they became confident
and helped their own siblings with what
they had learned.

Circulating Library Boxes
Among Primary Schools

In border villages, it is very difficult
to obtain picture books or story books
and magazines which children love,
Parents themselves have done little
reading and do not have enough money

to buy books. Thus, children have only a
limited access o books.

As a result of survey among 47 primary
schools in Aranyaprathet, DEC found that
there were only a very few books for
children in border villages, Schools have
no money o buy new books and therefore
try to guard the books they have now, That
is why they do not lend books out. In
1996, we started circulating Library Boxes
to give children chances of reading more
books., We studied the types and number
of books currently in the school, the need
for Library Box as reflected by children’s
interests, and chose nine schools where the
principals were interested and ready to
help. Two library boxes would be sent out
for a week to each school, One box
contains books related to studies such as
culure, geography and science. The other
containg enjoyable books. The boxes
contain 120 to 150 books each. During
the past year, pre-school children and
pupils read these books over and over,

Through mobile
activities,children learn to read books

these

together with younger ones, parents and
neighbors and deepen their knowledge and
experience. We believe that what we
should do here is to offer such places and
help community people to join hands with.
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Exchange in Child Care in Asia
Having Spent Time with Japanese Children

P{mt BUTRATANA Ficld Coordinatar, DEC

Kita City (Tokyo) sponsored "Support Activities for Child Care in SE Asia" for two
months from October to Movember, 1996, and Poot BUTRATANA (34 yr. old)
participated in training at child care centers, child centers and libraries, Japanese
language class and home stay. These activities were made possible thanks to the
help from volunteer groups and citizens of Kita City.

*DEC [CYR in Thailand)

A

carefree manner. T was most impressed

t every child care center [ wisited,
I found children playing in

by the sufficient and adequate number
of child minders for children and by their
diverse activities. They were dressed
casually (in Thailand, child minders
should wear skirt), made creative play
materials from milk cartons and oak
nuts, and were enjoying various games
they contrived for each and every child.
Games were adapted for the age of
children.

Children were friendly and came to
play with me from the first. Some called
me by name which they took the trouble
of remembering in advance. Even with
language barriers, they became my
fricnds so easily and quickly.

Children loved to hear me read the
book about bananas which 1 brought
from Thailand. They were interested in
how not only the fruit but also flowers
and leaves were used in daily life in
Thailand. They were surprised to leamn
that banana leaves were used to wrap
foods and to make decorations for
festive occasions. It must be because
they hawve rare chances of seeing a
banana tree in Japan.

I was very much impressed by how
every child minder had studied child
care and qualified as a specialist, how
they were enthusiastic about child care
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and how the City and child care centers
had established policies and annual
programs according to which the
activities were being conducted. It was
quite interesting to observe how parents
and community people could participate
in the center activities, On the field day,
children pushing balls were waving to
their fathers as fathers cheered them.
They looked so serious when they made
noodles with the help from elderly
people.

The centers were clean and many play
materials were stored in orderly fashion.
Children had lockers of their own to
place bags and jackets. Safety was a
major concern for outside play
equipments. However, the space was
rather limited and there were only a few
trecs in the garden for children to run
and play. One center had no play ground
except for just a little sandbox. I thought

Japanese children should have mare
space to play with natre,

Although T had limited chances of
learning how children spent their time
at home, I felt it was not easy for them
to tmake friends as parents had only linle
to do with their neighbors,

The child centers which support
working parents also serve as a place for
raising children for the community. On
the day of a community festival, T saw
children getting coupons for empty cans
they had collected for foods and games.
It was an interesting way of re-cycling
resourees.

For two months, I saw smiles of
Japanese children in various places.
Brightness of their eyes as they played
stone and scissors and listened 1o a story
of Thailand was the same as that of Thai
children,



Latest Developments 2

#
aff
i

: x M H BB &ERC
What I Learned from Shc::rt Sk D e
Term Study Program in R4V ABBEAMTF g - &
Thailand = o o= halalesiee e B % B
a.l 31'1 a3 %f_[ ! bk 3
Ritstko NOMOTO EATLBH T L AL L.
AT i 4 K - 3 H
CYR Short Term Study Program was & I—'"]_ J'ri L;: F®E A & . ﬁ _T_ 9‘3 _.Er
held from Feb. 9 to 16. Ten people ;t {;:j =0 g i-; ?IJ ;’E 7 f% fgﬂ & %
including a staff participated inthe  # g 3 _ & 7~ - 4 % ol v
program, visited child care centers ,‘{4“_ J;Zﬂ T 3 fl-'{ rﬂ’?‘, '“,;; i;' ,JL: ﬁ ﬁg {5‘: T -II .
and other facilities, and stayed with o ?: F A8 =
villagers. CHSER -—#2KBRF fg; 1?‘,
ET L ¥FHEHRBEXLE &N + & 5
i 3 . - - = *
OnFeb. 15, wevisited Foundationfor 7 5 = 2 © & o w1 o & ad '(
Child Development (FCD) and discussed g Jr X B & H T B F o i =]
3 2w TR TR i b
the current conditions and problems of };‘." ° _ & X ;1 A {_‘ w g @ ik o
child labor in Thailand. Even though the E :% #,,j A B ¥ E 5 A4 i: *E? oo l./
situation is being improved hit by bit, the & ,.?:) e {;F fif ;?{ {S 2 = 7'%-
: ] . e S AT o B i
problem of child labor is still very serious, @ T ar Eole o Gl = a it
Children in sewing factories sometimes E i.—‘{ % "f* T f ':? e r’? '—5'- *:I n JL s
= T‘_l' I o#® o5 = B % T oz T = —
work more than 10 hours a day, but are c® 2 Rt EY S > 12 S I
paid only 75 Baht (about 360 yen) a day, ELM [r’;] = % T 1?:[5_ & EE 7 (e &:
less than half the adult's pay. 3 i "'i‘l' T & bs H\ f}' [ B -+

We became aware of the relation
between us in Japan who use many low-
priced products made in Thailand and
Thai children who work at such low
wages. What we have done so far, what
we can do today, and what we should do
tomorrow .... 1 would like 1o contemplate
these issues and start taking actions.

(The report on the program is available at CYR B L eSO A IS

office) Host Villagers for Home Stay Program
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