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A girl participates in DEC's mobile child care at Naa
Dong villagn. (Srakeaw Province, Thailand)
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Working Child
—The Problem of
Forced Labor in Thailand
Sivika Prakobsantisukh,
Liaison OfMicer of Banglok Office (DEC)

Infringed Children’s Rights working in cities come from

farming villages, particularly

In Banghkok's small factories those in poverty-stricken

producing items such as  north-eastern provinces. While

matches, fireworks and sheoes, Bangkok and other booming

one sees a number of young cities undergo remarkable
children manipulating their  development, poverty gradually X | o
delicate fingers as they erodes rural villages in the & Hr F e -z
concentrate on their work. absence of a government poliey _j ¥ Lo
According to the statistics of for promotion of agriculture. ﬁ #H B L; 1 ﬂf 4
ILO, the number of children Farmers find it difficult to I+ & 0 4 T —
under 15 who are engaged in  support families with the small # # - S I
labor in Thailand is said to be cash income from selling rice E'; 'ﬂi E-i: f; ;" a
32,000 in 1995. But the number  and tepioca harvested from their e é:.]‘ 2 o / I
of children actually working is  land. 7 5 *— b &
estimated to be more. The In Bangkok as well as in Jb Z ?;_::' Ej ;«;
labor laws of Thailand provide suburban areas it is more %’ = OF
that children (aged 13 to 18) visible that children join in the 1 # o i

should not be made to work labor force in order to increase
more than 8 hours a day. In  the families’ income as soon as # Y9 A~ U RMHA @B
reality, however, they work as they eomplete or even before T iy L& " KEF
long as 9 to 12 hours in such  completion of primary school. LA e 4 7‘1 ﬁ?j fel H %
factories and even 16 hours with For the farmers to continue 23 30@bH EE B
T e o= O g B Ol ©
only a few hours of sleep when farming is a tough choice =) E ;_ o M N b ;“{1
the Lunar New Year approaches because the price of crops %= 3 S 0 J'f?- g I{EI % i
and the production reaches its remains unstable and is E D ?.E o G, £ LT&
peak. controlled at a low rate. It is L F e == &®T L@
In recent years, such small far fetched for the farmers to 2 *f 2 M er_ C T
scale industries have acted as a  hope for a stable life under the e i S F {:[T:T_ ;-; E 1‘; ﬁ
prime mover of the rapid ecircumstances, While the ﬁ[ﬁ = h 2 + TR
economic growth in Thailand.  government’s policy to promote WA o D "3 ]

Lacking the captial to hire industrialization remains /s &
adults, employers depend largely priority, some farmers are FEEE T e & & &N
on child labor. Although laws  pressured to sell their land. AN I AR
protect their rights, children in Another wave of change Ei %‘ }_E E‘ ,1‘1 _'E" z t% ?:,
the labor force are unaware of  crushing the rural life is the ;f:,- S N q: i
the faet that they have the  people’s urge to buy consumer L A/ H M & & b
rights. They have no idea how  goods such as refrigerator, and ?3 F:% B ﬁ UL 2 Jfl;‘_- E
to seek compensation for TV. To satisfy their needs the ,Lj‘ o [ “ )
injuries at the work place. farmers choose to sell their o W w
products which were intended AR #HoO 55'5 =
Changing the village Life for the family consumption. ;ii:. % i; *E E'Jh i‘_'}‘ p}]? h
Consequently the farmers must B o T oo 8 el
About 90% of children buy vegetables and eggs at high B F T & R -



prices at the market. Thus,
with expenditure exceeding
income, taking on loans without
prospect of repayment becomes
their way out. In addition we
know of an agent looking for
easy prey in villages, wha
trapped a family into
exchanging their daughter for a
motor bike.

Addressing the Child Abuse

The Thai government is
currently endeavoring to improve
the situation involving child
abuse and labor. There are
also a number of local NGOs
challenged to alleviate the
problem. One of the Thai
NGOs who actively advocates on
the issue is Foundation for
Child's Development(FCD).
FCD inspects factories which
employ children and works with
‘the police to monitor the
employers and shuts down
factories if their conditions do
not satisfactorily protect
children. However, as long as
poverty continues, eradication of

child labor will remain a
problem,
Just as the problem of

child prostitution, disease of
society often originates in the
areas bound in poverty. Unlike

the izsue of child labor, child
prostitution has now grown to

the scale of international
concern and a number of
concerned individuals and
groups at the level of both
international and local are
appealing against the
commercial and sexual
exploitation of children.

The Role of DEC

DEC(CYR in Thailand)
has so far not been involved
directly in the child abuse issue.
But, being an active NGO which
is concerned with welfare of
young children at the village
level, we are keenly aware of
the serious level of problems
affecting children. DEC as a
partner of CYR aims to
encourage people in the village
communities in Thailand to
understand the importance of
children’s well being. Villagers
say that they want “children to
take more interest in farming
and village life, and use what
they have learnt in school rather
than go and work in the cities”,
We will continue DEC’s
activities in the rural villages so
that children can develop fully
in an environment where they
are protected but not exploited.
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Phnom Penh Nowadays:
People Living Between Aid and Self - support

Yuki ligiri, cYR Director

May, it i= hot. The

clamor of cars continues
in avenues and women on
bikes thread through the
crowds fluttering their
sunshades. Aid organization
workers now put away their
flashy flags from their four
wheel drives and their numbher
has become less. Instead
there 15 a flood of new model
CAars on the main
thoroughfares and the noise of
conversations over ubiguitous
portable telephones seems to
intensify the congestion of the
city.

Phnom Penh has become
engrossed with foreign aid
and development projects.
Pochentong Airport, the
gateway for the tourist
industry, has lost its
nationalistic identity under
coats of fresh paint and
indifferently looks upeon
travelers who come and go.
Heaps of trazsh and debriz on
the streets are less noticeahble.
Peasants, who fled from the
poverty of village life used to
find sleep at the foot of
monuments in the
roundabouts.

The roundabouts are now
refurbished and rid of foul
smells as the monuments
stand pgrandly in the night
sky. The vigor of Phnom
Penh today reflects the
calculating minds of foreign
businessmen whose number

I n Phnom Penh in early

Reportage

multiplied just as the types of
foreign goods have and of the
farmers who have left their
villages seeking jobs bul have
no chance to play the money
game. Unemployment in the
city is said to he rising.
Women and children are no
longer seen begging on the
streets, Authorities must have
tightened their control.

The waves of development
break upon small suburban
villages. A wview of the
pastoral scene cutside Phonm
Penh is abruptly interrupted
by piles of concrete blocks.
At the foot of sparing palm
trees rustling their leaves to
call winds, dried-up paddy
fields are being filled to allow
gigantic factory buildings to
emerge overnight. The land
now claims ownership by a
foreign eorporation.

Scenes in the nearby
villages have alsoc gone
through transformation.
Peasant huts are replaced by
wooden houses on stilts with
red slate roofs. A shining
new hike stands in the front
vard where pigs, ducks and
chickens flock. Sales of
vegetables from stalls for cash
have disappeared and children
now come to child care
centers  with small coins in
their hands. Farmers are
affluent with cash from the
sale of their land. DBut their
money is fast exhausted in
purchases of consumer goods

which fascinate people.
Onee the cash is gone,
life will be the same or aven

more destitute than the
by -gone days. Paoverty
stricken parents, who had to

hold seeond  jobs during  the
farming off season, sent their
children to the child care
center to have them fed gruel.
Having sold the land, farmers
will eventually work all day at
factories.  But there is no
prospect for a child care
center in the factory where
they could leave children in
safety. This means that the
roles of village child ecare
centers in the areas where
indusrialization iz in progress
will become important.  Ms,
Schivanny of Cambedian
Women's Development
Association, a local NGO
jointly working with CYR to
support a child care center to
become self managed by
villagers near Phnom Penh, is
one who challenges the drastic
changes brought by
development and tries to offer
viable assistance to villagers.
It will be a long time
before development aid can
really  benefit villagers' self
reliance rather than something
which only helps foreign
investors,  Those whao are
involved in international
assistance must be able to
look bevond the surface with
objectivity and compassion.
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REVERBERATING
HEART AND LIFE

e During its 15 years’ history, CYR organized 50 volunteers working for children
in refuges camps and bordering villages in Thailand

and in reviving villages in Cambodia.

We will hear from those volunteers of their "current” activities

and thoughts in this series.

“Discarded Radish Tail”

In 1981, Mrs. Keiko
Kuwamura at age 34 years left
her husband and two children at
home in Wakayama to work for
two months as a volunteer in

Khao | Dang Refugee Camp,
Thailand. What is her view
today 7

Time has passed like
lightening, When the state of
Cambodia was facing the perils
of devastation by insurrection,
my older child was eight and
the younger one three years
old. I left them with my
mother and went to the
refuges camp. People did not
understand why. [ couldn't
answer why. If I was forced
to answer, [ could perhaps
have said that 1 just couldn't
stand there and watch
children who were the same
age as mine suffer in
destitute. It may be hard to
imagine today, but the news
that reached us every day was
really urgent and cried for
help. I couldn’t stand still.

Recently I was thinking of
by-gone davs and I had a
dream. In the dream, I was
running up & hill leaving behind
the younger child alone and
telling him that " Mummy will
be back scon. I'm just taking
this home. I'll return soon”™. My

Keiko Kuwamura

home was far, I began to worry
about the child, Then, I chanced
to see & friend of mine and told
her. “0Oh, I'm so glad to see
you. Will you take this to my
home?”. The friend tock it and
laughingly threw it away. What
she threw was a piece of dried
up radish end. 1 woke up and
was astounded. Was T running
up the hill and keeping the
anxious child waiting just for

EENTERORBEY SEAORARTEA
Her frignd, Ms. Eiko Takazawa sxplaining

this tiny piece of radish?

It was a dream, but it was
just what I had done in reality.
What was [ deoing to the child?
Even now, 1 cannot understand.
What I eould and did at the camp
must have been as important as
a piece of dried radish for others
and for my child, if I were to do

nothing maore.

It is almost twenty years
since then. I finally started
doing one of the many things I
had alwavs wanted to do. It is
“re-telling the experiences.”

A friend of mine went hack
to Malavsia as a Senior

Volunteer., Years ago, she was
working in Malayvsia as a
member of Japan Overseas

Cooperation Volunteers, and then
after her return to Japan she
worked for the Japanese Bed
Cross Society. | asked her to
talk to children in a local
child care center about
Malaysia using panels.
Children looked at photos and
were allowed to handle
unusual musical instruments.
I wanted them to learn about
the outside waorld,
into contact with the countries

Lo come

of Asia, to be interested in the
life of people, to notice the
differences between
themselves and those people,
and to respect people living in
different sccieties.

I do not want to discard my
experience in the refugee camp
s something like a piece of dried
up radish. T want this precious
thing to become zomething warm
and enjoyable, which will let my
child forgive me for having
caused them feeling insecure.
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_Special Feat

Welcome to Japan, Ms. Chanphong

Ms. Chanphong (25 yrs. old) from Parai WYillage in eastern part of
Thailand spent a8 month wisiting (Juna 4-July 7) saveral child care centers

in Japan.

The visit was made possible by the zeal of CYR wvoluntaers and

others who had been daeply impressed by her work at the child care center

in her villaga.
Ms. Shimizu of MNakamachi

Child Care Center (Hoya City), who

received Ms. Chanphong for study and others who helped realize the plan,
ware attracted by her personality and moved by the way she openly and

warmly observed Japanese childran.

Meeting With Ms. Chanphong

study tour and learned through our
experiences in the village that people
can become friends despite
differences in language or culture,

—Thai Child Minder’s 30 Days on a Study Visit

more about child care, which we
have realized with her study tour to
Japan. In Japan Ms. Chanphong
met many children, their families,
child minders and volunteers in
Tokyvo, Kobe and Kouchi. Her
enthusiasm, sensitivities, and
natural way as she interacted with
children impressed many people who
wanted consequently to know more
about children in Thailand.

Mot only did she aequire
knowledge which would be useful
for her work as a child minder in

Thai villages as members of CYR's

Chiami Aong
Crganization Cammittoe far This was
the Study Visit of Ms, Chanphaong nxcim.ﬂgn
Parai village.
Three years ago we visgited Parai we

the beginning of our
progpram  with people of
During our stay in
learned alse that Ms,
Chanphong had a wish

July 10
Dear Ms. Chanphong,

Children and teachers had been eagerly
awaiting for your arrival from Thailand. Now
that you are gone, we [eel thal your visit was too
short. Children are saying that they wished (o
have played with you more. Grown-ups were
fruatrated because we couldn’t speak your
language, but children loved wvou all the same.
Some of the older ones surprised us by saying
greetings in Thai which you taught them.

The eoncept of child care is very dilferent
between Thailand and Japan because of the
different approaches of government administration
and environments, but [ found many things in
eommon. [ was so happy to have found that
child care, which focuses on children’s
development and tries to build an enjoyable
atmosphere, iz the same in any country and in
any language. You told us that at your child
care cenler, the children attending are mostly
infants, When they are smaller, your work
becomes more demanding., 1 do hope that you
will soon have sufficiant funds and help for
cooking meals for children so that teachers can
concentrate more on child care.

I am so plad that we could meet each
other. I wish you success in your work.

Emiko Shimizu

Nokamaehi Child Care Cenler
Hoyn City

Everyone who participated

to study  lot from the experience,

At MNakamachi

her village, but she achieved rapport
with Japanese child minders.

organizing her visit has learned a
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July 15
Diear Ms. Shimizu,

How are you? [ wish to thank all the
teachers at MNakamachi Child Care Center [or
welcoming me with warmth and explaining to me
about children's development in Japan.

What 1 felt most strongly at Nakamachi
Child Care Center was the importance of having
child minders who really love children and
understand children's development as well as the
importance of teaching materials which
correspond to the stage of development,

I am 50 happy to have had an
opportunity to learn those things at Nakamachi.
I hope to introduce some of those ideas, such as
teaching children to eal meals in & way suitable
according Lo their age and a different approach Lo
children in the center in Thailand where 1 work.

I hope that Thai children will also
benefit from adeguate teaching materials,
improved facilities such as toilets and [loors.
And to Japanese children I hope that they will
have more opportunities to contact with nature in
dailv life az much as children of Thai villages.

Chanphong Khankham
Parai Village Child Carn Conter




“l6th Annual
Meeting Held”

CYR's 16th annual meeling
was held on June 8{S8at) at Shinsei
Kaikan, Shinjuku, Tokyo, and
attended by 34 members in person
and 280 by proxy.

Ms. Rika Minemura was
appointed to the chair and
pregided over the meeting.
Reports were presented on projects
for 1995 in Cambodia, Thailand
and Japan and the programme for
1996, Ms. Atsuko Takahashi
presented the 1995 accounting
report and the 1996 budget. The
meeting approved them all.

Mr. Masakatsu Fukamizu
and 13 directors were
re-appointed for 1996, and Mr.
Tsuneo Sato resigned from the
post, Mrp. Masaru Sasao, the
director responsible for Tokyo
Office, was released from his
duties and succeeded by Ms.
Harumi Sekiguchi.

Ms. Chanphong Khankham
gave a presentation at a
symposium on "Child Care
Beyond the Borders — With
Children of Asia" held preceding
the annual meeting.

She is a child minder from
a Thai village for which CYR has
given support, visiting Japan for
training by the invitation of a
volunteer group. (See page 10).

Children, Our Future
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