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The new kindergarten and

the village children
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The entire village participated in construction work.
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A New Kindergarten

In March in Cambodia when the heat began to intensify, a
kindergarten was opened for the first time in Chrong Sdao

Village, Takeo Province.

The kindergarten was opened by

the request of villagers through the Secretariat of State for

Women's Affairs of Cambodia.

Using the materials supplied

by CYR the building was constructed by people of the village
which had so far no child care facilities,

Kindergartens Are Needed

It was two years ago
that the Seecretariat of Btate for
Women's Affairs requested CYR
for amssistance to open a
kindergarten,

According to an
interview survey conducted by
CYR last October, all the
families with children aged
three to six wished for child
care by kindergarten. The
survey revealed that 55% of
village children were in a state
of chronic mal-nutrition. 55% is
considered an averape figure for
areas without presence of NGOs

or UN orgeans in Cambaodia,
Thus, CYR staff in Cambodia
rather wanted to improve

children's nutrition as much as
possible through nutrition
guidance to mothers who helped
prepare meals served at child
care centers, the project CYR is
deaply involved.
Kindergartens
Cambodia are under
administration of Ministry of
Education. Working with the
Department of Education of

in

the

Takeo Province is an attempt to
show how effective cooperation
between the provincial
government and NGO ecan be
achieved.

CYR is asked to donate
not only the fund for hbuilding
the building., It iz asked to
offer cooperation for increasing
the number of people with hetter
understanding of importance of
education and of life for
children in order that they may
develop well balanced
personality.

When the Kindergarten
Was Completed

Diseussions were held
on how best cooperation should
be developed among the
Becretariat for Women's Affairs,
the Department of Edueation of
Takeo and CYK (CYR
Cambodia).

Key village persons and
the staff from the relevant
organizations joined to establish
“Pre-5chool Supporting
Committee”.  The Secretariat
provided the land, supervised the
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construction work and managed
the committee., The Department
of Education dispatched and
trained teachers and assumed
the management. CYEK
provided the construction
materials, training of child
minders, and supported the
management.  Villagers helped
with building and making
equipments and toys. For
making toys, DEC (CYR in
Thailand) staff visited for
guidanee and worked together
with teachers and villagers.

A total of 1200 people

participated in building the
kindergarten. “Shining
Anghborlechek” was thus

completed.  Although problems
such as shortage of teachers and
extension of care hours still
remain unsclved, CYR will
continue ils position to join the

villagers in solving the
problems.
On the Opening Day

On March 6, the
kindergarten was opened. We

were surprised to see as many
as 200 children and many more
villagers filling the school yard
where the ceremony was held.
Children who were the star
plavers of the day were divided
into “older group”™ and
“vounger group” and sat in the
class rooms that were definitely
too =mall. Some burst out
erying, perhaps becausze of the
huge number of peaple.
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The head of the village surveys each house

Chrong Sdao Village

The village was once
called "Phum Khmer Thmey(the
village of New Cambodia)” by

Khmer Rouge, and now there
are 145 families and about 300
people.

Most families are engaged in
agriculture (rice cultivation),
but their life is not necessarily
affluent, Many go to Phnom
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Penh to work at the time
farming is not so busy.

The village life centers
arcpund the temple and priests
are deeply respected. In front
of the temple stands a primary
school and to the left a newly
built kindergarten. In
construction of the kindergarten,
the temple played an important
role as a committee member.

Villagers are sincere and
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hard working.  All the men
over 16 years old participated in
construction work and  finished
the building in only about three
weeks,

As children have watched
the grown-ups help each other
and build the kindergarten, they
must have realized how much
they are loved and how
important it is to cooperate with
everybody else.
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Want for the New Kindergarten
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Mr. Yim Phorn
{farmer, 32)
Villagers all needed a

kindergarten for children. This
kindergarten will give good influence to
village children. The rich education will
help the village to develop. Haopefully, we
will have more kindergartens in the
village.

I hope children will learn to read,
love their kindergarten and school, and
become leaders for the country.
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Ms. Poa Chantha

{kindergarten teacher, 41)

I am happy to look after the

children. 1 will work hard and take good

care of them.

Parents are proud and pleased that
the village now has a kindergarten. While
children attend the kindergarten, they
have time to earn money for their living.

I am pleased that children can
start their education here, and go to
higher schools in future.
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T During its 15 years’ history, CYR organized 50 volunteers working for children
in refugee camps and bordering villages in Thailand
and in reviving villages in Cambodia.
We will hear from those volunteers of their "current” activities

Ms. Tateishi currently works
for Japan Helen Kellar
Foundation's Taihei Gakuen
School for Mentally Handicapped
Adults in Osaka. She tells what
significance the refugee camp in
Khao | Dang held for her.

—What were your duties at the
camps 7

1 was involved in planning
activities for a sewing class for
mothers, and helped with
teaching and purchaszing
materials.

——What impressions of the life
do you still retain 7

] made so many mistakes
because I did not fully
understand CYR's philosophy of
respecting independence and
autonomy of Cambodian people.
I once gave a pair of shoes to a
child who was contracting
prneumonia, but I did not think
of discontent and distrust of all
the others who also wanted shoes
but couldn’t get them.

There was 8 man who wanted
a notebook because he wanted to
study, and I failed to appreciate
and respond to his spirit of
self - support born out of his life
as a refugee. But every time I
felt low and depressed over my
failures, Cambodian mothers,
fathers and staffs comforted and

and thoughts in this series.

“As Partners”

Mitsuko Tateishi

encourged me with warmth. [
learned the greatness of people
even in such a destitute situation.

Another thing was children’s
bountiful energy. The;,'. WerE
always looking forward, not
backward, despite the sorrow and
hardship.

—How does your experignce
refate to your work 7

Since my days al camp, |
came to always think and wonder
how I can best promote people’s
autonomy, even for mentally
handicapped people with whom 1
am currently working.

I hope my young colleagues
would learn what they can do to

create an environment where
these prople can act
independently and tap their
potential.

—What significance does your
axperience in carmp hold for you #

I just wanted to do something
for other people, but T realized
that it was pure selfishness. I
learned that the important thing
was becoming “equal partners”
through development of the self.

After my return from the
camp, | wanted myself to grow
more mature with these people.

I felt T was much more
humble and thus I learned a
precious lesson,
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with other Thaihei Gakuen Schoal membars {left in the back row)




Military has to

reads out the book at the
protect if the situation is sericus,
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W8 refuge in one of the bunkars.

Children in the Border Area

Japan has no overland borders, and the Japanese people know
nothing of uneasiness living in the area bordering a country with
volatile political situation. There is not yet a peaceful day in the
border area between Thailand and Cambodia which had been troubled
by the influx of refugees since 1978 even though more than 350,000

Cambodian refugees went home.

Mr. Poot Butrat (of CYR Thai

Aranyaprathet Office) tells us of the recent situation as he continues
child care in a village near the border.

From the Border Area
of Thailand - Cambodia

It was about 3 o'clock in
the afterncon on February 27
when children were about to
finish school and go home. A
shell exploded in the yard of Sean
Sukh Primary School and hurt
a 9-year old girl. The seriously
wounded girl was rushed to a
hospital and is still there,

I wisited the school the
following day and found the
school closed.  Many villagers
wanted to evacuate children to a
place far away from the border,
but it is difficult. About half of
the boundary of Sakaew Province
where Sean Sukh School i=
located borders Cambodia, and
the village nearest to the border
is anly 400m away from
Cambodia.

Thai villagers underwant
bitter experiences 20 wvears ago
when people fled from the civil
war in Cambodia. As
repatriation to their homeland
came to an end in 1993, people of
the world including Thailand
expected peace to return to
Cambodia and wished never to
see another lighting. Their wish
has not yet been granted today,
three years since that time.

Children in Chaos

Such situation naturally
affects education of children.
Compared to other areas,
children of the horder area
cannot concentrate on their
studies.

Situation affects teachers
as well. Teachers of the primary
schools in the area often rotate

because they do nol want to stay
in dangerous areas too long. As
teachers come and go, the lessons
are often interrupted, children
are confused, and their relation
with teachers hecomes instable.

The schools are often closed
down if fighting becomes fierce.

We have been with these
children and villagers for seven
years. As there are no child
care centers in the area, we
offered mobile child care by
bringing picture books, soybean
milk (supplementary foods). The
number of children clearly
outnumbers what little we can do
for them. When fighting goes
on, we cannot even visit villages.

Fighting will certainly
continue. We hear of an
offensive by government force
this year into Pailin Provinece in
Cambodia which is under the
rule of Khmer Rouge. Since the
provinee is close to Thailand, the
situation 15 expected to
exacerbate for Thais.

We wish to continue our
activities for children here, =o
that children can develop
themselves suitably for their age,
recelve education, make friends,
and spend safe davs.

Children of the border
area are awaiting us today as
they have been in the past.
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Membsrs Support CYR

"Caring for Young
Refugees (CYR)" was
started as a citizen’s group
with about 250 members,
the
membership counts B835.
The membership is
characterized by many
women members (75%) and
the extensive range of their
age from younger than 10
to older than 90. This has
changed little since its
Within the last three
vears, more than 200 joined
CYR to support its
activities.

However, 90% of
CYR's costs of dispatching
three Japenese staff and
maintaining 12 local staff
who are engaged in child
care/job training activities
in Thailand and Cambodia
is paid by grants and
donations from public and
private organizations.
These orpanizations usually
designate that their grants
be =spent for overseas
causes, and very little fund

and current

start.

is available for activities in
Japan.

The recipient groups
are required to bear their
personnel
administration costs which
are essential for smooth
management of their works
and services in Japan and
abroad. Membership fees
and donations from the
general public are the sole
support for management of
CYR's headquarter, the
basis of its activities.

Being or continuing
to be a member of the
group may be “"the least
conspicuous way of acting
as a volunteer”. DBut for
OYH, its members are
none other but the
important source of energy
for all their activities.

We wish to thank for
the continued and increased
support of the members in
order to support and
re-inforee  the foundation
of CYL's activities,

and
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