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$# A0 Thtal population : 12,200,000
HhiB] Population by region :
7./ i Phnom-Penh 1,000,000
famii Other cities 1,200,000
et Rural areas 10,000,000
R Population by age

14 FETF Under 14 years  40%

G6 FLLE Over B5 years 4%
EEFERTHEIEE 3O 20%
Female-headed households 20% of all households
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Uz A, - FH Incomes and Expenditures

HOIEEFIA Averape monthly houschold income :  US$106

& U - YOESBIRA Average monthly per capita income: US320 |

HHEOTH AR Average monthly househald consumption: US$100 |
B3 Food 80% 729 Clothing 27% #5838 Fuel 1.2% '

| Ef Medical care 24%  #H Education 1.1%
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Cambodia Today Masakatsu FUKAMIZU, Representative Director

1 visited Cambodia after a long time. Although my wish to
capture the precise picture of the Cambodian society was not
granted because of limited time and so many chores to attend, 1
shall however describe changes [ noted from my last visit.,

I acquirved a copy of “Cambodia Socio—Economie Survey 1999”
issued by the National Institute of Statistics. These statistics
may help understanding of the current situation as well as our
proposed follow-up study of village children we have been
involved with.

Flying from Banglkok to Phnom Penh, | was intently watching
the terrain of Cambodiz, but saw not much changes have taken
place in the farming areas where 80% of the population lives.
The Mekong River was alveady swollen even before the start of
rainy season, and oceasional villages along the river appeared
as tiny spots. Nature must have domineered with its
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overwhelming power over the lives of villagers for thousands of
years. We have to remind ourselves that most people live there
without electricity, gas, city water, paved roads or modern
communication means. It's not too much to say that there are
differences of hundreds of vears in lifestyle from mine in Tokyo
1 had just left behind.

As the plane approached Phnom Penh, 1 had to remember the
long hours peaple would have to spend to reach the city. Phnom
Penh naturally oceupies an exceptional place in the statistics,
since it is the center of politics and economy, and 60% of the
national budget iz financed by foreign aids. Its only revenue
comes from more than 300,000 foreign tourists (2001), who are
zaid to spend $200,000,000 a yvear. The government plans to
build an airfield additionally expecting a million tourists, and
luxury hotels are increasing every vear. Most tourists, however,
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Litoracy rate is about 70% in farming villapes, More than 40% of
women cannot read or write adequately. Such women cannot got
work in sewing factories. 46% people between 5 and 24 attend some
kind of schools. 20.6% receive schooling beyvond secondary education.
Approximately 50% of villages have primary schools, The only
statistics about kindergarten is that about 3.4% of voung children
attend. Even in Phnom Penh, there are districts without school.
Problems fuced by villages: are they have no school, inndequate school
buildings, and teachers are prossly underpaid.
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Phnom Penh City
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Farming and fishery, 76.5%: Servioe industries, 17.1%: (thers, 6.4%.
Balaried workers: 15% of all (53,4% in Phoom Penh)

16.52% of children between 5 and 17 earn money in one way or
another 52% help with family chores, particularly in rural areas,
But they work for 22 hours a week or more than 3 hours daily,
Approximately 6% of those between 5 and 8, 2% between 10 and |
17 and 50% between 15 and 17 vears old have never attended school, |
mainly becauss of their household work, ]

head for Angkor Wat, a World Heritage, sidestepping Phnom
Penh. In sewing factories managed by foreigm capital, young
women from rural areas send all their monthly salary of US
50 to their families after paving own rents and foods as their
counterparts did in the early years of modern Japan, The
factories are in full operation with people working in three shifts,
and young factory labovers arve re-living the pitiful stories of
Japanese young women of vears ago. Such factories lining the
street can be identified easily by young women crowding at the
cntrances, Thal, Chinese, Malay, Japanese and Korean
industries have invested there because of cheap labor but they
do not provide much income for Cambodia,

MNoisy motorbikes made in China replaced bicycles of several
years ago in Phnom Penh, and one saw no more good old
Vietnamese ‘Cyclos’. While traffic congestions began to appear
in the main streets, back alleys were still muddy. Our interpreter
said that the gap between the rich and the poor was steadily
expanding, and the ‘smoky mountain’ (garbage heaps) where

the poor live spread every vear, Maost of foreign aids are said to
he pocketed by politicians, generals, and ethnie-Chinese
merchants, and corruption is widespread from the top to the
bottom. Such iz Phnom Penh, the biggest and only city in
Cambodia, and average people’s lives in far away rural areas
are bevond my imagination.

I attended the apening of a village school in Battambang. Many
peaple were at the airport, and [ found out that thev were there
to welcome Prince and Princess Ranariddh, All the villagers
had been waiting for hours, primary, junior and senior high
schoals were closed for the day and children were lining up the
street with flags of Japan and Cambodia. Patience of people
standing under the scorching sun impressed me. Unlike Phnom
Penh, Battambang was a beautiful city with paved strests and
loved by French people, but now even the road to the city was
bumpy and streets were hare without pavement,

Prinee Ranariddh made a 40-minute speech, probably hecause
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of the upeoming election, and people’s patience sitting still under
the blazing sun was again quite admirable. At the Women's
Community Center, Ms. Sophal seems to have made steady
progress since last year, The Weaving Center and the Childeare
Center have shown various improvements and the environment
seemed much better with newly planted trees giving shade to
the playground, It was plain that all the community people
were working hard under a good leadership, and their efforts
bearing fruits.

[ visited Siem Reap, the home to Angkor Wat, for the first time
since my involvement with Cambodia began 10 years ago. |
was surprised to learn that it takes more than five hours on the
bumpy road by car whereas a plane takes only half an hour
from Balttambang.

Siem Reap alone earns the tourist revenues in the country
and extension of the airport was in progress. Direct flights from
various Asian countries are expected to bring move tourists, the
largest group being the Japanese. The presence of Japanese

i F&EE=ESGEE  Children, Our Future

technology was conspicuous, and the wide boulevard with the
latest model traffic lishts was built by the Japanese. Luzury
hotels lined both sides of the boulevard, and one wonders where
average people lived. | heard military officers and politicians
were making fortunes in real estate and a new larger airport
was being planned.

At least there was no unemployment in the area, and enough
water was available even to small villages. Farmers seemed
better off as they cultivate and sell vegetables to hotels. Young
people mostly work in hotels, restaurants, and gift shops and
one could see affluence, which was absent in Phnom Penh. In
November when it gets cooler, many Japanese tourist groups
are cxpected. They must think that Cambaodia is a beautiful
country filled with historieal heritage. The wonders of Angkor
Wat certainly equal to those of ancient ruins of Greece, Rome,
Middle East and Egypt. and would continue attracting erowds,
However, what about the country of Cambodia and its majority
of people living in poverty-stricken average villages? A big
gquestion remains unanswered.
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News from Cambodia

Children's Day

June 1 is the Children’s Day in Cambodia, CYR's
Childcare Centers celebrate the Day by inviting
parents and villagers.

The flag is hoisted at the gate, rope is stretched in
the garden, creating a different atmosphere at the
Center. The village head, community leader and
official from the Ministry of Education are invited.
The day begins at 7:30 am with guests giving very
long speeches. Children are patiently sitting and
listening to speeches under the scorching sun for
more than hour.

Games begin. Unglazed jars are hung from a rope,
blindfolded guests try to break the jar with a stick.
When the jar is successfully broken, sweets and
goodies fall from the jar. Grown-ups are excited over
the game. Finally, it is the turn for children. Games

popular in Japan such as tug-of-war and jumping bag
are playved until 10030, Children went home happily
with a piece of French bread (15¢m long) dripped with
condensed milk,

Cambodian Silk Shop Opens
The shop for Cambodian silks opened in the new
Phnom Penh Office of CYR. Fabrics woven by
trainees at the weaving center and village women
are on display. On July 1, Fr. FUKAMIZU officiated
the opening party to which representatives of
Japanese and Cambodian NGOs were invited. The
deputy principal of the neighboring primary school
also came and told us about the situation faced by
schools in Cambodia,

We are hoping that guidebooks will describe this
shop and many visitors will come,
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COﬂgl"ﬂfUIQTiOﬂS | - Trainees complete 1-year course -

Five wamen finished a one-year live-in course at CYR's
Weaving Center in August. As they return to their villages,
what kimd of life will they lead? Let's hear their voices, and
comments from Ms, AOUM Khun, their weaving instructor,

SREY Leap (17 years old)
Youngest of 7 children: finished 5 grade in primary school *
T participated in the course as [ like weaving and also my
mother recommended it, Now T can do nearly half the process
by myself. Tying** and creating a balanced pattern was a
difficult technique. I learned how to cook and clean and I
also enjoyed life with my friends.
Comment from AQUM Khun: Srev did well without giving
up. She will be fine at home as she has almost mastered the
tying, dving and weaving processes. In tying, she should
take care when she puts the first pattern.

*Primary school in Uambodia offers G-year compulsory education,
** A& atep for tkat weaving.

B FEEESOER Children, Our Future

CHHUNG Sreymom (19 years old)

Youngest among 4 children: finished 2 grade in primary
school. She quitted school as she had to take care of cows
and the school was too far away.

Although [ was a beginner, I joined the course as [ wanted to
earn gome money by myself. Now [ have confidence in ikat
weaving and understand dyeing. T enjoy weaving and made
some friends, Sometimes [ was home-sick, but T never cried.
Comment from AQOUM Ehunt T think Chhung can continue
weaving at home. She is patient, firm, and gentle.

ENG Kunthea (15 vears old)
Only ehild: finished 4™ grade in primary school.

[ had been wanting to learn weaving as my grandmother
wove ikat. 1 mastered how to weave. T sometimes wanted to
go home as the classes started early in the morning and
continued all day, T am happy because now I can weave at
house, T will give the money to my mother.,
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Comment from AOUM Khun: I expeet Eng to weave ikat
on her own as she has a good understanding despite her voung
age. She learnt a lot of things, but not cooking,

EN Heng (26 years old)
4" child among 7 children: no formal education as she had to
take care of her brothers and sisters.

I could weave plain silk, but decided to participate the
course because | wanted to weave silk ikat. 1 enjoved weaving
with silk threads. Although my weaving improved, tying
was difficult and the patterns were distorted sometimes, 1
enjoyed living with other trainees and also it was great
meeting former trainees who sometimes visited us. T will
continue weaving as my parents expect me to get some income
out of it,

Comment from AQUM EKhun: En is earnest and reliable, 1
expect a lot from her as she was the best in tying and weaving
among the trainess,

ORK Sreyvan (23 years old)

The eldest among 7 children; finished 2 grade in primary

school. She can barely write her name.

T think | mastered the dveing process, but weaving and tying
were diffieult. T will weave at home. T enjoyed the eourse,
Comment from AOUM Ehun: | think the course was very
hard for Ork as she was a beginner, but she never gives up. |
hope she will continue to practice with her sister who also
does weaving.

This April, the Center was moved from Phnom Panh to a village
in Takeo. The place is known for its weaving and has an atmo-
sphere allowing students to continue what they learnt after
completion of the course. The Center is close to their houses,
which helped them to concentrate on studying as they and their
families felt a sense of safaty.

The Center also started classes as many trainees cannot read
and write. As we just started the literacy class, many feel it is
‘difficult’ and ‘*hard to memorize', but we will continue the class
and improve it. We believe ability to write and read will help
women a lot when they learn weaving and make their living out
of it.

We will have new trainees in Saptember,
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Fostering Seeds for Peace within Child

Ichikawa-Tomono-kai in Chiba holds a yearly mother & child summer sympesium for the Waorld Peace. This 8th year, Ms,
Takako FUKATSU, CYR director, was invited to talk to about 100 mothers and children about Cambodian refugees and CYR's

activities along the theme of *Current Situation of the World".
(Reported by Ms. Mai FUKUMOTO, a CYR volunteer)

In the late 1970s, many people in Cambodia fled into
Thailand as refugees as they lost their homes due to
the civil war and communist regimes in the area. The
Pol Pot regime, which governed Cambodia between
1975 and 1978, denied religion and culture, and
started building a socialist nation based on
agriculture. Intellectuals were regarded as anti-
government and those who wore glasses were
executed because they appeared to be intellectuals.
Adults concealed their knowledge and children grew
up watching adults lying and killing each other. In
an attempt to escape from such situation, people

B FEEi=t50808 Children, Our Future

walked through the areas of severe climate to reach
the refugee camp. Adults looked stern, and children
looked gloomy having ohserved the atrocities. Ma.
FURATSU, who at that time worked with another
NGO, felt futile and ineffective in just delivering foods
and goods to the new arrivals every morning. She
started thinking of the causes of the refugees and
how we can create the peaceful world with no influx
of refugees. Then, she encountered CYR,

Among many international agencies and NGOs
working in the areas of medical aids supporters and
the land mine victims, CYR was unique in opening a
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childcare center called “House of Hope” for children
who had not been allowed to sing or dance. Since
children grow up following the behavior of the adults
around them, if an adult showed the good behaviors,
they will imitate accordingly. Children in the House
of Hope gained the sense of security and assurance
by playing with toys and hugging dolls made by warm
hearted adults using locally available materials. As
the mirrors were adjusted to their height, children
learned how to comb their own hair and blow their
noses, which previously the adults around them
helped and thizs consequently fostered the
independence of child. By helping the chores,
children felt they were needed in the zmall
community like the childeare center, and their faces
started to look lively. These seemingly insignificant
arrangements and consideration in the childecare
center helped their healthy growth and gave them a
chance to practice living with others harmoniously.
What CYR offered was to provide the future

generation “opportunities to practice Peace in life”
and by contributing to their healthy growth, in the
hope that these children would grow up to create the
peaceful world without any refugee.

The eivil war came to end in Cambodia and the
refuges camps were closed in 1993, Since there was
a demand for similar kind of childeare centers in
Cambodia, CYR has since been running four centers
near Phnom Penh.

All children have seeds for Peace within themselves,
but to foster the seeds, adults around them must
provide the environment suitable for their ages and
situations, This is what CYR is trying to realize as
the goal. As the UNESCO Charter says, the war
starts in the minds of men, so does the Peace.
Childcare to help children develop themselves to
become a person to carry on Peace has a particularly
important role in a country with a long history of
war stich as Cambodia.
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# Shop at Lawson Convenience Store
and Support CYR!

Lawson Point Card (no initial or annual fees required)
decided to ask their members to give the accumulated
points to CYR's lunch program. You shop at Lawson,
accumulate points, and give to CYR by accessing to
Loppi Terminal in any Lawson store located about 7600
in Japan. Contributors do not incur expensez. Please
join Lawson Campaign.

For details: http/fwww.lawson.cojp
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How about 10 Yen Meal?

Yoshimitsu IWAKURA, Association for Regional Studies,
International Relations Dept of Daito Bunka University

In Cambodian Childeare Centers, it costs 10 Yen to prepare a meaal
for children. At the forthcoming campus festival of Daito Bunka
University ("Daitosai”) in November, this 10-Yen meal will be
presented. Mr. IWAKURA, who planned the event, tells about it:

I got in touch with CYVR when I was planning for “Daitosai”.
Since T was in charge of stalls, T participated at the
Daitosai briefing meeting. When I read the plan carefully,
I found that CYR's “10 Yen Meal Fund-raising” was
mentioned as an objective for the newly set goal of
integrating volunteer activities through Daitosai. T was
happy to be a part of the “renovation™ of Daitosai and
definitely wanted to contribute something toward this
effort. The result was combining “10-Yen-fundraising for
Cambodia” and “Aszian Food Stall®,

Association for Regional Studies 15 a group that conducts
researches about different areas of Asia and presents its
findings at events hke “Asia Speech Contest” or “Research
publishing week™ about Asian politics or ethnie clothing,
ete, Presentation of studies about Asian foods has a 10
year-old history and we take pride in accumulated
knowledge of revipes, spices and so on. In this context we
came up with the idea of using our research findings by
actually preparing 10-ven meals and selling them. The
plan is excellent in that it does not stop at the level of
“study about Cambodian foods”, Actually it includes
aspectz like “volunteer work for Cambodia®,
“survey of the nutrition status of Cambaodian
children” and “cooperation with CYR". We
really want to do our best to use this excellent
opportunity.

Please vizit Daitozsal and have a look at the
results of our efforts, which will take place
on MNovember 2-4 at the Higashimatsuyama
Campus of Daite Bunka University
(Takasaka Station of Tobu Tojo Line)

For more information see our homepage:
httpitwwwid.to/chi-ken.com

Duln_mun .
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4 Come and Join Us at the 33™ CYR Charity Bazaar

Time: October 27 (Sun) 10:00 — 1600
Place: Shinsei Kaikan
[ Next to Shinanomachi Station on JR Chuo Line)

CYR is holding its annual charity bazaar for the 33 time. Come
and get Big Bargains! We sell sundries, foods, clothing, ete.

Fleasze help CYR through its Charity Bazaar!

- by donating sundries, china, towels, soaps, toys, foods, and
clothing (sorry, only new clothes). Bring or send vour
donations by October 22 (Tue) to CYR Office.

- by sorting and putting prices on donated goods at CYR Office
and by helping with the sale

For further information:
Call: 03-3796-6377 E-mail: cyr@mtb.biglobe.ne jp
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Events (Jun, - Aug. )

Lectures & Meetings
68 CYR's General meeting
Report Meeting (Ms. BUN Sophal)
616 at Catholic Ueno Church (Tokyo)
720 at WE-Shop Tama (Kawasalki)
&2  at Iehikawa-Tomono-kai (Chiba)
&4 at WE-Shop Takatsu (Kawasaki)
&9  at Peace Exhibision in Minato-ku (Tokyo)

Reception aftor the Goneral Meeting

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
7/20-8/31 Cafe Gallery Gaslight (Nagana)

Ti25 Hyakkannon Meijidera Lantern Festival {Tokyo)
&/5-16  Peace Exhibision in Minato-ku (Tokvo)

&8 Peace Exhibision in Kita-ku (Tokyo)

B2 Asgian Performing Arts Festival 2002 Tokvo

Charity Events & Bazaars

62 Catholic Azabu Sacred Heart Church Bazaar (Tokvo)
Catholic Meguro Church Bazaar (Tokya)

616 Welfare Center for Homeless Youth Charity Bazaar (Tokyo)

Visits by Junior High & High Students

Hokusei Junior High (Mie), Hotei Junior High (Aichi), Chubu
Junior High (Aichi), Sobue Junior High (Aichi), Narawa Junior
High (Aichi), Mishi Junior High (Saitama), Isesaki High School
(Gunmal, Shizuoka-Eiwa Jogakuin Junior High (Shizuoka), Tokyo
Kaszei Gakuin Junior High (Tokyo)

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Reflections on my training
in childeare in Japan
BUN Sophal

Last.Jung, Ms.BUMN Sophal, the head of the Battamisang
Cammunity Women's Centar, visited Kita Ciy in Tokya
for the training program sponsoned by “Project for Suppon
of Childeare in South-East Asia” (2 joint operation of the
cily, residents and CYR). She recedved training at Toshima-
Kita Nursary School. Upon her retum to Battamioang, she
ii sent us the following repart,

I have learned a lot during the childeare
training in Japan. The nursery school and
parents had a very good relation, and | was
particularly impressed to sce how well older
children looked after the smaller ones.

I reported to the childeare staffs of our conter
about my training, and created an opportunity
to joint discuss together about childesre, T think
that they also learned some things about the Japanese childeare
system such as children there eould do a lot by themselves, and
it is very important to keep things clean. They were also
impressad to learn other things about Japan, such as about
evacuation trainings for earthguake (hecause we have no
carthquakes in Cambodia), “Shoji” screens made of paper in
Japanese houses, and the subway transport system.

We also discussed how my experiences from Japan could be
utilized for ourselves.

1. We will make sure that each child uses its own toothbrush in
order to improve hyvgiene.

2, We will make sure that children shall do all the things
themselves that they can.

4. We will make older children responsible to look after the
smaller ones for the afternoon nap.

4. We will introduce a systern with rotating responsibilities among
children to help with lunches, afternoon naps and taking
attendance.

Step by step, we want to create an environment in which
Cambeodian children can live healthy and happily.

*A vocational training center for women in Battambang provines, On
request of the NGO “Sobbhana”, CYE eonstructed the center and organized
training of childeare workers as well as preparation of teaching materialz,
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URL : httpitfwww5a.biglobe.ne.jp CYR/

Head Office

Tokyo, 106-0046, Japan
Phnom Penh Office

T 106-0046 TR E TTEEFT 3-2-70 AL B0 H £ L 2F Maruto Azabu Bldg. 2F, 3-2-20, Motonzabu, Minato-ku,
TEL : 03-3796-6477 FAX 1 03-53706-630%
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