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CYR Concludes
DEC’s Activities
in Thailand

Rika MINEMURA,

CYR Directer / Head, Secretariat ' « .

CYR’'s Support for
10 Years
Erncounter with young refogess 20
vears ago led to the beginning of CYR
- Caring for Young Refugees. After
the relugee camp was closed, we
continued working for peace for
children in Thailand and Cambaodia.
CYR
Board of Directors decided to close
DEC, CYR's division in Thailand, this
July.

Ten years ago, CYR Thai stafl in

Our path is now taking a turn.

Aranvaprathet created DEC where the
camp stood to help and
Af that time,
there were a number of villages near
the border of Thailand and Cambodia,
which were affected by fighting and
flux of refugees. A total of 15 stalf (10
of whom were Thais) at DEC have

refuges
support Thai children,

supported childeare centers and
primary schools by offering training in
childcare and making teaching
materials, services of a mohile library,
making sovmilk, and vegetable
cultivation,

Determining When

to Withdraw

This March, 1 went to Thailand to
probe options for the future of DEC
and visited village childcare centers,
A boy was lining empty boxes
ﬁ'r{tpped in colorful paper. A girl was

e Children, Our Future
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ealing green nuts from a big tree in
the garden and shyly placed one in my
hand, Her smile was somewhat
forced, and I learned afterward that
her sister died of AIDS.

When we discussed the fuiure of
DEC with Thai stall, one asked,
it one-sided decision of CYR to close
DEC?”
destruction of many families by drug

“lsn't
The border area witnessed

abuse, prostitution and people going
to cities for work, As DEC had been
probing possihilities of opening a
childcare center in a village without
one, the issue was how (o handle the
program. Another Thai staff said,
“We are now reacdy 1o finish the worl
here. I accept the decision. s it not
the time that we should proceed o a
place where we are really needed.”
He was not sure to what degree DEC
should involve itself in the program,
but concluded that whatever had to be
done should be done by villagers.
The staff also concluded that they
could not launch the new childcare
center so easily after they have
deliberated their ability to train child
minders and to secure funds.

As [ listened to their sincere
words and troubled thoughts, |
understood that our work
approaching the next stage. CYR has
always tried to learn from the people

Wils

Mo G4 JUNE. 2000

and the place where we offered our

service while caring for voung
refugees. This work of marturing
people requires constant thought of
when to decide withdrawal while
trving not to impair independence of
our partners. Closing of DEC after 10
vears 1s not the end of CYR but is the
beginning for activities by Thai people
and the starting point for CYR' s new
path,

Starting New Activities

What we should do now includes
contemplating our achievements at
the refugee camp and Thai villages
and our legacy for them, discussing
how we worked face-to-face with
children with all the staff members
and those who supported us, and
trving to base CYR & future on what
we have achieved.

In Cambaodia, the Cambodian
staff started to carry out work on their
own from April this vear. They are
launching new programs for weaving
and childeare in villages near Phnom
Phen, and for opening a regional
center for women including a
childeare center in a border village in
cooperation with a local NGO,

We extend our heartfelt thanks
[or your support of so many yvears and
for vears to come,
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Prospects for Overseas Programs
Cambodians Start Management of Childcare Centers

CYK (CYR in Cambodia) has been managing four childcare

centers since 1991.

In April this year, the Cambodian staff

assumed responsibility for management of four childcare centers.
They discussed how they evaluated past activities, what problems
and concerns they had, and what system of management they
proposed at the CYK staff meeting in April.

Children at Childcare Centers
@ Children come and play at the
center even when it is closed.

@ Their nutrition and clothing have
improved,
@ Children seem to have learned the
importance of personal hygiene,
Changes in Villagers
@ In the beginning, villagers seemed
nol to know how to address people
from other country properly bui
gradually began to understand the
importance of the quality of early
childfood.
@ Bit by bit, parents came to rust
child minders as they watched
children going to the center with joy
on their way to and from the feld, and
listened 1o children talking about what
they learned and did at the center.
@ Villagers seemed to have deepened
their trust as they observed CYK staff
take seriously ill children and parents
An NGO staff can
sometimes get discount of doctor's fee.

Worries and Concerns of the Staff
and Child Minders

@ Child minders and villagers listened

to doctors.,

well 1o the Japanese staff, but they may
not carry out instructions of the
Cambodian  stafl even if they
understand them,

@ Formerly, we listened (o the
Japanese staff, discussed our work and
carried it oul . Now, we have to lead
other people. The burden of childeare
programs is on us, We have much
more to think about and our workloard
has increased.

@ Child minders are uneasy about how
things will be without the Japanese stall
visiting the cenier, such as there may
be less incentives, the budget may be
cut, and no training will be given.

Future Prospect
for Childcare Program

@ We should formulate the programs
early and proceed accordingly without
delay. All of us should be aware of
what are to be done when and work
logether.

@ We chall carry on the legacy of the
Japanese staff. While all the staffls
cooperate with each other, ench should
think and work on his own in the hest

manner posaible,

Attended by:
Bunthoeun, Sang, Seng,
Samet, Chankdap, Sopha

Recorded by:
Harumi SEKIGUCHI, CYR's
representative in Cambodia

@ To further improve the quality of
childcare, we hope to hold regular
mectings at childeare centers, to
create a forum of exchange lor child
minders from four centers, and to offer
training that they can enjoy.

& We hope to deepen mutual trust with
parents, and ask them to help with
repairs and making outdoor play tools,
What We Expect from CYR
@ Child minders and we hope thal the
budget will not be cut for childeare, It
will he a long time before we can be
independent financially. Please do
continue your support.,

@ A village clinic was closed down
after the foreign stadl lefi. It was due to
lack of medicine, supplies and trust in
the local staff,
needed not only in financial matlers

CYR's support is

but also in personal resources.

@ Please continue assistance [or child
minders’ wages, While parents now
donate plenty of rice for meals, we
cannot pay adeqguate salary to child
minders. Only when one can support
onesell adequately, one can carve lor

others.

CYR's Cooperation for Battambang Regional Center for Women

In July last year, CYR was requested
by the Minister of Women's Allairs of
Canbodia to cooperate with the
Sobbana Foundation, a Cambaodian
NGO, on a project which aims at
building 2 community-based women's
cenler in Battambang., Since then CYR
has visited Battambang several times
and discussed the matter with the

Minister, the Sobbana Foundation and
people from the community,

The ohjective of this project is to
develop a community-based center
which provides skills training for rural
pOOr Women, a secure environment for
the development of rural children, and
carly childhood development training
programs. CYR has been asked 1o

finance construction costs, advise on
the designing of the center, and
development
CYR is now
through

provide childhood
training programs.
considering  Tunding
fundraising activities and lurther
studving various aspects pertaining to

the project,

FEEESOEE  No54 JUNE 2000 @)
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F20EEE - LT3y 2000.6.17 (Sat)
20th General Meeting and Reception

i = General Meeting  1:00pm~4:20pm
e e I',,f e i
Mational Olympic Memarial Youth Center
JO95 40 #*BES (FELOBEEESAZESSI—CY ROFEHAEBLT]
LAEL WpE(CY REE)
* EfFE=
* NPOZEASIES
* ) —J5tm oo CY R
Le7vay _Reception 2:30pm~

1B 5t HUROFLARNS Y [Prd—L0y b S8
Cambodian Restaurant “Angkor Wat”

ANV PMALY— D
Calendar of Events 'j_..—:.
'61?{5at} 18(Sun)  10:00am-5:00pm http://www 5a.biglobe.ne.jp/ "CYR
' Exhibition & Sale of Textiles in Ohmiya T e
@ - RN R—LN—DZEREBLELE
XE - LET_EPr;mEETE Please look at CYR's home page
6.24(Sat) ~26(Mon)  10:00am~5:00pm =1=ALF = AL M. BN, &
; Exhibiton of Photos & Textiles in Yokohama FitEsE. CY REMESESSER/ITLTIHET,
[#4 - AVRIPODFELIES] G RN RS TOFEL L EOEELE ST
EEE. #4ET - BI5T. mE=. L&, FOPIEALTATIES

AR T ICHEE. ER=
HiE - #iggt,«’;‘ |_J|/
I:Sun] . ~ 2:00pm~

Concert of Children's Songs in Tokyo
[BEREAVRIT FELEOBI—H]

~ 5 A—LOB~ RREENLET

HE BlETaA . 7 Please write, fax or e-mail your
. A BREsy=A—-N opinions on CYR's activities and
a 2{Wed} ~8 (Tue) articles in the newsletter.

Exhibition of Photos and Textiles in Kumamoto POEEENZ FCYRIZCBG Z & 21— AL

#iMET - B, SEER. RER S—ORBICETAILAE, TEIOEEE

AR - AER LBEERA ST U BEETFSL. Face A—LTEISETT.
HEEHE (WOBEEEZ 54 Tel : 03-3724-7525 FAX : 03-3717-3313
Far mare information, call Caring for Young Refugees. e-mail : cyr@mtb.biglobe.ne.jp

@ Cchildren, Our Future  No.54 JUNE. 2000
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Report on CYR Short-term
Study Program  ;encemrn s

Five participants report what they saw,
heard, and thought during their stay.

eee——e

YR s childcare centers we visited had pood environment for children. Safety for children was talen into
consideration in every possible aspect of thelr dailv living, Thev were provided with basic needs, namely,
food, the “play” that gave nutrition to their minds, and affection of childminders. Most of the playthings they
used, such as slides, seesaws, swings, piclure books and toy bricks, were handmade. All in all, the childcare
centers were not equipped with modern things, but the places were filled with affection. Are there not many
childcare centers in Japan that have beautiful, ready-made things but lack affection and concern for children? 1

was moved very much.

"Need for Supporting Handicapped Women" Junko UCHINO (22), Student, Chiba
I n Phnom Penh, we visited rehabilitation centers run by Japanese and American NGOs, Those people who were
handicapped by landmines or polio were training for rehabilitation. As | waiched them, [ noticed that there were

very few female trainees. At an American NGO’ s center, more {han 10 people were practicing to wall straight with
artificial legs. Of them only one was woman. [ heard that women who would take rehabilitation programs were very
limited and that they tended to remain indoors, T felt an intense need for supporting those handicapped women,

I have had a wish to work for children in developing countries, My meeting with Ms. Nomura, former CYR
staff, led me to think of becoming a certified child minder.

“Thoughts on Begging Children " Yuhko WAKATSUKI (37), Company employee, Niigata
I n Angkor Thom, children begged me for money, and I ended up giving out a dollar one afler another, [ simply
wished these children to eat till they were full with that money. When | came back 1o Japan, Teould not stop thinking
about the children in Japan being tired of eating and those poor Cambodian childeen s eyves. On the other hand, after |
had seen the childeare centers and the villages, T was even hoping my child to live in Camhbodia for a vear or so.

I came across a young woman with shaved head when we visited the textile training center. Her husband
had recently died and left her with two sons. She needed skills to support her family. [ wished that the quality

of their textile would be improved and that more women would be able to make their own living.

"To be Born, Live and Die" Kiyoshi MORITO (50), Company employee, Kanagawa
R ight after the study tour, I looked back on it as if [ had seen 3 movies, The first movie was about Anglor

Wal, the second about childcare centers and the third about the museum on the massacre of Pol Pol. Now
the three movies are formed into one in my mind, each having some connection with others,

At Angkor Wat, T saw wall paintings which depicted the story of Ramayana. [ wished [ could understand the
meaning of the story. At CYR's childcare centers, I recalled my own childhood. I was born 5 years after the
WW II when Japan was still suffering from a shortage of food. [ saw myself in the Cambodian children with
bare feet who were wearing soiled shirts and pants. What | saw at the Killing Fields of Choeung Ek and Tuol
Sleng Museum, was beyond what [ had learned from books.

This trip has taughl me many things about the age in which [ was born, have lived and will die,

"Cambodian People Were More Cheerful than | Had Thought" Sayaka TAKIZAWA (20), Student, Tokyo
he image of Cambodia [ had had before visiting the country was created by what T learned through TV and
newspapers. The media reported victims of landmines or war scars that were not vet healed. Reports on daily lives

of people in general were scarce. The people [ actually saw in Cambodia were far more cheerful than [ had imagined.

There must be some pains left from the war in each person’s mind, but T felt some strength in their positive attitudes

toward life. The children [ saw were thin bul robust. They seemed to have a keen sense of risk management. Unlike

Japanese children, they never got hit by moving swings even though there were no fences around them. [ thought the

CYR's training in childcare was verv meaningful for these who had not received appropriate education during the war, [t
is important to educate not only children but also people around them to secure children's safety, nutrition and hygiene,
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Interview With

AGAIN

—Seeking Harmony of
Hearts and Minds Through
Children’s Songs -

}....

CYR published Cambodian
Song Books for Children. The
songs will be introduced at
CYR Concert in July (Tokyo)
and September (Kyoto).

AGAIN members, Yousuke MILIRA
fand Sadao KOJIMA,sing children's
i songs and tour mainly childcare

centers, primary schools, and cld

people's homes,

What is the reason for starting career in music by
singing children's songs after you reached 407

When we were working at old people’s home, we observed
how children' s songs brought comfort and vigor to old peaple.
This started us and we try to hand down these songs 1o future
generations.

' What made you agree to sing at CYR's concert?

We have always been aware of hardships of Cambodia,
and yet have done nothing. We were more than glad to accept
tha offer and be of use in whatever way we can.

What do you think of CYR's activities?

We agree with you that it is not children of refugees but
young refugees that we should care. We also learned how
difficult it is to extend helping hands adequately, and how
warm-hearted and yet modest people at CYR are,

What do you expect of the concart?

All we want is 1o convey to the audience CYR's ardent
wish for peace in Cambedia. Many phrases in Cambodian
songs are similar to Japanese ones. Both countries do share
a lot in common since both are in Asia. We hope and dream
that children will sing mare children’ s songs in their daily lite.
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Head Office

1-18-20, Midorigaoka, Megurc-ku, Tokyo 152-0034. Japan
Aranyaprathet

3-8 Khang Wat Luang, Aranvaprathet,
Thailand ~ TEL +66-37-231-344
Phnom Penh
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