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Child Care Centers in Thailand

-Report on CYR short term study program-

CYR held a 10-day study program from
August 24 to observe CYR activities in
Thailand. Eight participants stayed in
Aranyaprathet, Srakeaw Province for six
days, visiting the child care centers
supported by CYR, experiencing life in
villages, and playing with Thai children.
This is a report based on the participants’
comments,

Q. Why did you decide to go on
the study program?

s T chose this program because | like
children. I thought this would enable
me 1o become closer with children.
(Rika Kobayashi, 21, student)

« T used lo teach a class full of 5-year-
olds about peace and other nations
using picture books. But I realized that
[ couldn’t teach them well because 1
didn’t know enough about the world
mysell. So I decided 1o learn more
about the children in Thailand. (Tzumi
Morishita, 26, former child minder)

Q. You visited three child care
centers in three days. What did
you think?

+ The building was simple. but the walls
were decorated with handmade tables
of letters or numbers. [ thought child
minders’ efforts made a difference.
The children T met loved 1o play and
seemed relaxed and happy in the
natural environment. It made me think
how important the environment is 1o
children, because in Japan, some are
surrounded by too much materialistic
affluence or are too pressed for time,
(Keiko Matsuura, 35, former
kindergarien teacher)

« During our pre-program meetings, |
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often wondered if these child care
centers were really necessary, but my
doubts went away when T saw how
enthusiastic the stall were and how the
villagers trusted the staff. (Eriko
Suzuki, 19, student}

(. How was the mobile child care
that goes around to villages
with no child care centers?

» T realized ancw the need Tor children
to socialize with children of the same
and different ages. [ also felt the strong
need for child care when T saw them
truly enjoying themselves. (Morishita)

= [ felt that children were really looking
forward to the arrival of mobile child
care, It may have been because we,
foreigners, were there. Babies, older
children and even the elderly enjoyed
themselves. We sang “Under the
chestnut tree” and children learned o sing

it 100, {Sayaka Takizawa, 19, student]

wpEAE-LCEEIS0EES
frLl

Making traditional toys from
coconut leaves

0. What left the biggest
impression?

» The border market which we visited
on our last day. Japan has no borders
because it is an archipelago, 1 felt i
strange that there was another country
across the border. It made me think
about what a border is. (Machiko
Orguchi, 19, student)

« T was a bit frightened hy so many

poorly dressed Cambodians in the
horder market (Suzuki)
had
Aranyaprathei to work. On the day

* Cambodians come Lo
when we helped with harvesting of
peanuts, there were alrcady many
Cambodian women working at the
ficld. The women were told they
needed not come on that day because
we were there. But they came because
if they took the day off, they would lose
their income of about 40 yen a day. 1
felt bad because we causcd this
sitpation. { Oguchi)

+ 1 felt a strong sense of unity in the
village community. For example, child

minders are chosen by the villagers,

g S EENT
At Tapphrik Child Care Center



and if a parent is unable 1o pay for his/
her children’s child care, someone else
would lend the money. {Katsuhiro
Hirata, 20, student)

« When we made playing materials,
children and adulis alike learned
traditional toy making from the village
elders. They made fish and bugs from

BEES a0 E
Drawing pictures at mobile child care

leaves, grass, or bamboo. They use
leaves intricately. It was great.

i Kobayashi)

Q. How do you feel now that the
program is over?

= The program enabled me to see with my
own eves and to think
for myself. 1 realized
that the activities of
MNGOs were varied and
closely knit with local
communities. [ also
learned the dilficultics
involved in rthese
aclivities. (Atsuko
Komiya, 20, student)

I would now like to
know howw much CYR
has achieved during
the years they have

been active in the
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villages and how ellcctive these
activities have been. (Oguchi)

= lrealized anew that 1 am endowed with
energy by associating with children
and that I like working with people.
(Matsuura)

“A gift from the study program”
{Poot Butratana, Aranyaprather Office)
After we paid a courtesy call to the
the
Governor visited the child care centers

Srakeaw Province Governor,

the nest day. In the villages, people
prepared small banners, and many came
to the centers. Television and newspaper
crews also arrived and the visit was
reporied over the local radio, The next
moming, villagers wanted to know where
the Japanese people were going that day,
Lam grateful that the Governor promised
to rebuild the child care center in

Construction is now under way.
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with the annual hazaar. Some come Lo

the office every day for two weeks before
the bazaar 1o open boxes of donations
that arrive everyday, to sort out the
goods, to price them and to send out
thank-you notes, Reflecting the recent
recession, the types of goods changed,
and this year the policy was o sell a lo
at low prices. With prices lower than
usual, the bazaar on October 18 achicved
aboul the same sales as last year despite
the bad weather.

The number of regular Faces increases
even more on the day of the bazaar. For
this day, we have the core members who
gt up early to wansport the goods with
their cars, who sell goods, onigiri-rice
balls or yvakisoba-noodles, and make
public addresses. Each year 60 or so
people take on the same jobs working
together with new volunteers who come
because they learncd about the bazaar
from the office or through newspapers.
Actually, the biggest jub is transporting
the goods and setting them up
beforehand, and then clearing away
alterwards. This year, the strong wind
and rain from the typhoon ol the previous
day continued until the morning,
However, with the strength of our
volunteer force, we were able 1o open the
bazaar as planned,

Many people have different ideas
about volunteering, be it a contribution
t the society, helping others, returning
debts to society or self fulfillment. CYR
depends upon the voluntary work and
participation of these people who all
hope to see the children of the world
grow up well and happy.
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Volunteering in Various Ways

Tomoko NOZAWA, CYR stail

Sinr,:a its establishment 19 years ago, a lot
of people have been invalved in CYR's
aciivities. It seems that the word
‘volunteer’ has become familiar as mass
media and academia are beginning to
show their interests. Along with increased
concerns, motivations for and
interpretations of volunteer activities seem
to have diversified. Many people knock
on CYR's door wishing to be a part of
activities. Some of those people are
introduced.

Intern Volunteers

This yvear we again had two occupational
school students come to CYR office and
waork as interns. Following is a report
by Chizuru Hasegawa.

B e Wt
[ have been interested in international
volunteer activities for many years.
Because | was so eager o take an
active role in the international
volunteer field, T quit university and
entered the present school to study
aboul volunteers. As a part of
curriculum, there is a course titled
“volunteer practice” requiring students
to choose an organization such as an
NGO or welfare institution and to
attend there once a week. He/fshe is

L I T I I I L T T T T I T T T T

« also required 1o submit weekly reports
. ahout histher expericnce.

. 1 was in charge of the Summer
CCamp in CYR where Indochina
" resettlers and Japanese people share
: their interests and deepen friendship.
* My first job was o seleet the location,
: and make up programs for the camp
: and produce handouts for participants.
« 1 finished my job without big trouble

@ & & @ B ® B & @ ® 8 8 B = 8 8 B & 3 F = B 5 & & % F W B 4 F F F K F & F & 4 W 8 w T

. thanks to other volunteers. Having

F ¥ & -t MEFE No.48 Dec.1998
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. been in charge of this event, I had a -
* lot to learn such as how to organize :
s events, how to operate a personal :
« computer, etc. I believe that having |
s an apportunity of being involved in
I NGO's work really gives a student a *
. great experience. Though my -
: internship is over, I will contlinue to .
« work as o volunteer in the [uture, ;

L I I I T I I D I I I

Volunteers in Summer

“Volunteers in Summer” is organized by the
Tokyo Social Welfare Conference which
invites and sends out volunteers fo
organizations such as municipal welfare
institutions and NGOs during summer
vacation. This year |9 volunteers whose
ages ranged from a first grade junior high
school student to a working person in her
thirties joined CYR. Some ol them
participated because of assignments for the
summer vacation or internships for
universities. It seems that volunteer
activities are now well promoted in the
education system today., CY'R had them

as siaff for Summer Camp and as assistant

clerks at the office.

Those who worked at the olfice ina
narrow space sorted out data and photos,
inspected and packaged some thousands
of postecards printed in Cambodia,
entercd the list of CYE members into the
computer system, etc., which CYR staff
would never be able to finish alone.
Perhaps they saw no relation between
what they did and so-called inlernational
cooperation.  Bul they could at least
observe how an NGO works 1o actually
support the overseas sclivities.

Frankly, it was rather difficult for
CYR stalf 1o have a job ready for
someone who comes for the first time,
and explain what 1s 10 be done.
Volunteers who help on a continuous and

regular basis would be welcome,

CYR Bazaar Supported by
Regular Volunteers

In contrast to Summer Voluntecrs, we

also have regular volunteers who help

BO AEORS =1 P2t iSiE) @< CY RITH—
B some peaple take on the same jobs every vear on the CYR bazaar
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It is 18 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Camboedian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think "now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

Mrs. Hiroko WATANABE(55)
sang in the Glee Club while she
was attending the University of
the Sacred Heart and
continued her study of music
after graduation. She
conducts the chorus group
consisting of former Glee Club
members, and organized
CANTATE DOMINO, a
Gregorian chant group, in
1990. The group holds a
concert for mass every year for CYR.

RE TORSHE

The seventh concert will be held at the
chapel of the University of the Sacred
Heart, Hiroo, Tokyo from 6:30 pm on
December 18, Friday.

CANTATE DOMING means “Sing
for the Lord” in Latin. Those who love
Gregorian chant got together 1o sing in a
place appropriate for the choral - in this
case, our alma mater's chapel. Gregorian
Cha!ﬂﬁ are sung al masscs in Foman
Catholic churches and to say thanks (o
Cod and pray lor peace. As masses are
currently held in Japanese language,
opportunities of hearing Gregorian
chants, the treasures of the Church, have
lessened. The group continues activities
1o preserve the light, however small. The
membership of 35 consists of former Glee

FE+ =+ MEEH No.48 Dec.1998
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Singing for Peace
Hiroko WATANABE

Fracticing in the chapsl

Club members, the university graduates
and others in approximaitely the same ratio,
the eldest member being 78 vears old.
Beeause the chants have rather a narrow
range of voices, people lind them easy w
sing and thus more atractive.

We decided w0 hold a concert for CYR
as we learned that volunteers were
looking for a function to benefit CYR
from Mrs., Karzuko SATO (CYR
director), who is also a member ol the
Group, We thought to sing before the
public once a year would encourage us
and at the same time benefit CYR. For
the first concert, we sold seats like a
regular concert, but from the second year,
we decided 1o hold a mass which anyone
can atlend and listen to us, and to give
donations to CYR. Alter the mass, the
church choir of current students for which

I act as a conductor gives a
small concert.

We meet for practice
three times a month and for
an overnight session once a
yvear and are pleased to
present the result of our
efforts. [tis a greater pleasure
to think that the songs we

practiced so hard are put (o

good vses for the children of

Asia. Our members offer
their help in other ways hy making
donations and purchasing CYR's cards
of Cambodia. T helieve we have made a
considerable progress in singing and
increased our repertoire. Last year, we
appeared at two concerts.

CANTATE DOMINO will sing the
mass with the support and help from the
Society of the Sacred Heart and
University staffs. Mrs. Sato and CYR
volunteers help with the reception,
proceedings and hall preparations. CYR
O ice also helps by printing leaflets. We

find this as a function of joy where all

join in praying for peace and success of

the concert. | do wish to keep on singing
no matter how small our voices may be
until the day when the world sees no
more refugees,

\Writtan by the edilor based on inlerdew
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Six children contracted denaue fever in Beng Khyanag Child Care Center.
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Cyclo News

Michiko NOMURA,
Phnom Penh

Child Care Program Officer, CYK

October 18, 1998 %1 = 3,940 riel

The General Election in July seems to
have ended without much ado, but the
situation “relapsed™ as the demonstraters
from the opposition party protesting the
results of the election crashed with the
police. Although the Parliament was
convened with King's mediation, the
situation seems to be in a stalemate and
the cabinet has not yvet been formed even
in mid-October, Foreign aids are stuck
hecause of uncenainties about recipients,
increasing uneasiness in the society.
Dengue fever epidemic took a wll of
many children. The situation lacing
Cambodian people and children

continues o be austere.

Political chaos and dengue fever
epidemic were accompanied by another
major incident, “Wine Poisoning”,
Toward the end of August, the news of
“mass deaths by unknown causes in
Phnom Penh and its neighborhood”™
spread. More than 60 deaths in less than
10 days were reported and hundreds were
hospitalized for treatment. Investigations
joined by [oreign experts revealed the
cause as methyl aleohol poisoning.
Ligquors sold by the bottle or glass on
streets were mixed with methyl alcohol
at some point. The shocking thing was
that mixing “small amounts” of
pesticides and agrochemicals was widely
practiced to “enhance the alcohal
content™, Many farmers who tried w
cure the fatigue of hard work died by
ingesting such drinks. Since accurale,
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| da not wish chitdren to be incited By rumars and
baar others to death nor be killed.?

neutral and quick inlormation are rarely
obtainahle here in Cambodia, the rumor
always circulates quickly starting from
people’s gossip. This incident was no
exception. and Phnom Penh and the
neighborhood were in “panic” at one Hme.

The newspapers first reported, “Pest
suspected”. Then followed such stories as
“ghosts were seen {lying at night”, “a priest
died of poisoned sugar”, “somebody was
poisoned by fruit bought from the market™,
“fifty people died because of poisoned
drinking water in a factory™, “don’t use the
city water, somebody put poison in Phnom
Penh city water”.... Sale of fresh produce
in the market dropped, merchants curved
purchases, and prices soared. Villagers
hear only that “many arc dying” and placed
prayer dolls to chase devils away ar their
gale posts. “Poisoning by somebody™ led
to lynching and slavghtering of
Vietnamese-descendants in bright daylight
as the racial animosities deepened.

[ certainly do not wish children to die

from drinking wine laced with pesticide
or 1o put pesticide in the drinks. T do not
wish them to be incited by rumors and
beat others o death, nor be killed... 1
contemplate the situation Teeling learful
that [ also might ake one of the sides
some day.

What should one do to gain wisdom
to protect one’s life and not (o inflict
damage to others? What can we do o
think, judge and behave on our own'!
How should children spend days to
achieve this? How can they behave ina

situation like this?

Dengue Fever, Patient develops
infection by baing bit by a virus-bearing
masauito. Symptoms are acute fever,
vickent headachs, caing of tha jeints and
muscles and rash. The mortality ratis is
not 50 high, but small children aiflicted
with dengue hemarrhasic fever may
develnp shack il not treated and their
mortality ratio becomes 40 - 50%,

Source; Japanese Ministry of Forsign

Affairs




Latest Developments
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Exhibition of Original Fictures for the
Cambodian Song Books Held
— at Shinjuku, Tokye

The exhibition of original pictures for the Cambodian
song & picture books No.1 and No.2 published by
CYR was held from 12 1o 24 October at Gallery Sawa
in Tokyo.

The books contain popular Cambodian songs
which CYR collected, and Reiko Mita, a CYR
member, painted pictures for all the songs.
 Mrs. Mita who planned and sponsored this
exhibition with the help from her friends and the
gallery said, “I had never thought of showing my
pictures to the public, but my close friend, who died
recently, insisted that these pictures must be shown (o
as many people as possible so that they would know
more aboul Cambodia. That is why T planned this
exhibition. Having visited Cambodia, [ do feel that 1
must tell what I saw there.”

Visitors enjoyed vividly painted pictures as well
as photos of children and silk scarves woven by
Cambodian women.

oI i w AL LT 9O HY

s "kEdk " AR C

UTHL il - - A N

h o ANBFLEHE L~ HAND T R

o +~ o W T A & % — L g &

B o=l r L AT RN

R R O il B R s °m;|»

o OB AL L 27 DI — &k

< i o \h} i l: " E 1] ':5:_ noE U

2oz Elgsgk T

h it 4 L7 { gorR=ZEITT

S TR S B o S < T ) B

#® F F P P2 R = 1K

L #t ¥ ¢ £ &L &8 CH= %L

Fhem b s B s el s

¢ X Lz b M AA G T A R

v ¥ b F ¥ 2R s TR

3 Ko H T "R @A F 10F

L¥%® , ¥ & 4RV HE

7w T e T0O &2 &7 12—

R B uII_J % H E . |*| = Iz H !E
L =8B & il A fFIE & &
vl LT OE BT R b & %
B 2 &2 v { #5224 _ W
B P T W B o2 bl B OER
2 ox AT RH G * fI D IC
2T SfETowvfETRTHRET

T- =4 - 50 H
Children, Our Future No. 48

£#TH m Published
1998 E 12 H S H  Decamber 5, 1998

= IENE  Masakatsu Fukamizu
#  m Editorial Director & Staff |
RECIRY S 9FNE T H. Sekiguchil T. Nozawa
iR & 7 2+ 7 4 7 m Translation Volumeers
KAFET Sachike Ohj
mefEE S AT M. Ochiaif 5, Nakagome

RTTiRA

CYRMDEHE SHESEEL

FEf Membership Fee per year
55 Resular member
EHHEES () Supporting member (Organization/Corporation )
wil=a {EA) Supporting member Individual)

£{7.A m Publisher [ FENOE T

¥ 10,000 30
0

Ay amo

?’-L%'fl Student member

b
s
oty

AEY L

A &TOREEMETESC TEL,

Please send the money 1o the following account:
BEES O
Postal Transfer; PO Acet, Mo, 00 110-8-36227

E-OERTLERE TR

Bank Transfer; Daiichikangyo Bank Hicoo Branch Savings Acer, Mo, 12508

E&E= Q0110-8-36227

1220817

i

MR RED DR OINISEN'DS

Flease J@n C,YRI

00
a0

Lng

fl Bl m Frinting
[BE) =BEE]  Sanke Printing Co., Lid.
% % m Circulation
CYRFEF T+ T CYR Volunteers

T 152-0034

BHSEER BEORISTE osx 12 5LUTRIomgL AL

Bkl [ B 1-15-20

B 03-3724-7525 FAX 03-3717-3313

00 M o HE SRR ¥ 200 Gncleded in member lock
Head Office
CARMG FOR YOURG REFUGEES
il Aranvaprathet
&) il A
HEEEE T152-0034 WERAETESNE1-18-20
B 03-3724-7HE5 FAX 05-3717-3313
e-wadl cyr@mth,biglobe.ne.jp

Fhnom Penh

:1-18-20, Midorgaoka, Megoroku, Tokyo 15220034, Japan
3-8 Khanng Wat Luang, Aranyaprathet, Srakeaw 27 14,
Thailand T 2798837

o8 5452 Sangkat Toul Tumpoung [, Khan Chamkar Maon,

Phnom Penly, Cambodia 28 23-72084%



	第48号_p01
	第48号_p02
	第48号_p03
	第48号_p04
	第48号_p05
	第48号_p06
	第48号_p07
	第48号_p08
	第48号_p09
	第48号_p10
	第48号_p11
	第48号_p12

