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Child Care Centers
in Samrong Krom Village,

FOw EXu® R ARHE
Trapaing Tnong Child Cara Cantar

Cambodia

—After b years

Children’s Nutrition Was
Extremely Poor

There are two child care
centers supported by CYE({CYR's
Cambodia Office) in Samrong
Krom Village at 20 km to the west
of Phnom PFenh. It is five years

Msz. Socheat, tells us that she feels
closer to villagers now than before.

Currently, CYK provides
most funds for management of the
centers, including salaries for
child minders, cost of teaching
materials and maintenance for
buildings, which totals about

since CYK started its activites in  USS3,000(about ¥300,000) a year. ol Ssinnie Sl -
the village. Rice for children’s meals, — ,Ir ;; E‘-:‘_' I}_;J E’:J é Et £
In these days, there were 2 kilos per child per month, is Y }:, g _ N HEz ®
quite a few children who became  collected from families. In this [ ? '_35_ pLu ] ? ,L'i {
blind because of malnutrition or  area where farmers have smaller _E X ..fj ﬁlli % = :; EE E
wha became disabled because of plot of land than in other areas, t 8 - ~ #iF T H # 42
polio,  Mothers who had had a farmer harvests 1,000 kilos per = 2T o8 b 8B A
hardly any chances for receiving  year on an average. It is just LT: E ]%T g ':',g = % E* l‘;.é_
education lacked the basie  enough to feed a family of six for ﬂ'_;f A2 O {'Q: ) £ %_' B
knowledge for raising infants. half a year, Thus, most families e " EH -9 X KRS
During the time when the are engaged in small businesses E (Y ?:J: E'J_ :J{ ‘L: H‘ L? 'J"T
child eare centers placed priority  during the off-peak season, If LB b e T = 5 B
to accepting children with a family member becomes sick L B oo - ey
i o E L - F A
malnutrition and those from poor  suddenly, they must borrow L #Ee b5 x AN T
families, people mistook the money to pay the medical D aAET T n
centers as a clinic and mothers  expenses. € fmfF -{ : = L 13
e iy L 3. _ A S T I
came with sick children in their Child care centers have - & &2 T 0 g_: B o
arms. (Grown-ups were busy been flexible in coping with the = n F R iR i
with farming and children with  financial situation of children’s 'i'l A A |'|_||E T L 2
vacant eyes spent long hours families. There were months Ef__, f; 4 E’Ig ‘IH'_ ?,J: é ,_5{
sitting in front of their houses.  whan 50 kilos of rice was gathered @ 4 F h & T
The Child Care Center opened by  for 42 children. At other times, i T R
CYK and villagers offered a place  only half the necessary amount ﬂ% W ? _ﬁf B! ;,_: :.k g
where children could feel secure  was donated.  Although parents B ¥ 1z &5 8 1
and where mothers acquired volunteer in donating rice, a :
important knowledge about child  mother says that “it is the same 1t g 2 i
rearing. since what I feed the child at home K ¥ #H - £ F
is given at the center”. On the FiY E ﬁ:' B B 2
Child Care Center and Rice  other hand, & mother whose three T#&ax %20 ;E =
children attend the center says s b g % 5 T
At the centers, children  that “when rice at home gets o A& 1;" ]
enjoy various games and learn gscarce, | can bring rice for only l.(:- "<" _é: 5 N g E
good habits in hygiene and meals.  one or two child/children”. - 2
After children spend happy days In additien to donating o F 1 )
at the Center, mothers begin to  rice, mothers take turns in helping % i ;5:: %
understand the role of a child care  with cooking meals for children. T ik i
center. One of the child minders,  The menu consists of rice porridge e F




3, 4 FlThe Lo HPREOXMHTEY LS a1z,
Brick and wooden houses have become noticeabls in
the village sinca 3.4 vears ago.

flavored with vegetables, fish or
chicken. Child minders make up
menus by considering children’s
nutrition and mothers cook them.

Children's Development
Changes Child Care Center

Villagers are beginning to
understand that education adapted
to age is necessary as they have
cbserved how children enjoy
themselves with friends and carers
and achieve mental and physical
growth., The village head who i=
alzo a member of the Center's
Management Committee tells that
as the number of children
attending the Center increases,
child minders are more positive
in their attitude toward work, and
the Center is improving in quality.
"A confidential relation between

mothers and child minders is
getting better, and people are
beginning to understand that
education is necessary for
children, More children are
attending the primary school after
the Center was opened.”

There are three Tactories
for timber and rice polishing built

by capitals of Taiwan and
Australia. Most farmers who sell
their land in order to susutain

their livelihood spend the cash
income on re-building their
houses, buving TV sets and
starting small businesses,
People, however, do not appear to
be pathetic about the situation.

Some mothers of the
children who attend the Child Care
Center is starting to work in the
factory. The role of the Center
is bound to expand.
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Training Child Minders in Thai Villages

hai Government

manages 16 child care

centers in Aranvaprathet

District, Srakeaw
Province where DEC (CYR in
Thailand)} is conducting its
activilies. The Community
Development Department
(CDD) of the Ministry of
Interior controls 15 centers and
pavs salaries for child minders
and meals for children despite
their scant administrative
budget for child care.  They ask
the villagers to help with
management. Child minders
in this area are selected from
among villagers by the Child

Care Center Commitlee
organized by village
representatives. Young girls

graduating from elementary
schools or middle schools apply
for the position,

The Ministry of Interior
gives a 10-day training on
theory and practice of child care
for new recruits, followed by
a 3-day orientation. Those
who miss this once-a-year
session must begin their work
without training.

Because training is rather
theoretical and specialized,
village people have difficulty in
understanding. The materials
for making teaching materials
are expensive and pretty, and
hard to get in villages. Child
minders therefore are afraid
that if children are allowed to
play with them, they may
become broken, The materials
thus become simply something
to look at and admire,

There are many things
which child minders do not
know how to put into practice
from what thev learn.

Prof. Phakbongkol wheo
specializes in child education
says that “child minders tend
te feel they have little to learn
from training and feel bored or
disappointed with their work.
What they need is persons who
will enrich their knowledgze even
gradually and make them feel
confident.”

DEC staffs visit child care
centers and demonstirate telling
stories in order to attract
children.  They explain how
and teaching

games

materials promote children's
development, why it is
important to plan child care
activities, how to manage and
keep accounts of the fees
collected from parents.

Since 1893, DEC and the
Community Development
Department (CDD) have held
joint training twice a wear for
child minders in the district.
Last vear, the service center was
opened in Aranvaprathet Office
to cancentrate on follow - ups for
training once a month.

This is intended to build
a network of child minders
working in village centers who
have similar problems in their
work, and to help them {ind
meaning of and deepen their
interests in their work.

In arder to improve the
environment surrounding
children, it is essential to pet
understanding of parents and
villagers toward the work of
child care, and at the same time,
for each child minder to become
a reliahle person in the village.

Report
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REVERBERATING HEART AND LIFE

During its 15 years’ history, CYR organized 50 volunteers working for children
ir. refugee camps and bordering villages in Thailand

and in reviving villages in Cambodia.

We will hear from those volunteers of their “current”™ activities

and thoughts in this series.

“At a Child Care Center in Canada’

Ms. Yoko lemoto has spent a
year in 1983 in Khao | Dang
Refugee Camp working for
child care and weaving
programs. Currently, she
works at a child care center
and studies education of
handicapped children in
Canada. How has the days
in the refugee camp affected
her lifa ?

uring one year in a
refugee camp 13 vears
ago, | learned misery of
“war"™ and
importance of respect for
personality of each and every
child.

It is 12 years since [ moved
to Canada. The country abounds
in forests and lakes and appears
peaceful on the surface, but 1
have realized that children are
surrounded by violence which is
different from war —child abuse
—as | started working for the
child eare center. The child care
center I work is

viclence called

located in
Vancouver Eastside where poor
people mostly live, Even in the
daytime, we often see prostitutes
standing at street corners and
people who are apparently
aleoholics or drug addicts.

The curriculum of child
education in Canada includes
child abuse and we study how to
detect and treat child abuses.
Unce or twice a year, the child
care center | work for contacts

Yoko Iemoto

N+ EFOEFRICT
at the child care center in Canada

a social worker to seek help for
protection of a child who is
suzpected of abuse at home. This
report by a child carer 1s
required by law. Three or four
timez a year, a child suddenly
slops coming Lo the center and
we learn later that the child is
placed under the care of a foster
parent
treatment given him/her at

because of abusive
home. I personally know several
children whio had been abused,
maost of whom
emotional disorders.
children encounter problems also
with foster parents, and a child
I know has moved ten times from
one foster parent to another,
Disruption and viclent behavior
within the family is prominent in
this country. The surroundings
for children is by no means a

suffer from
Many

favorahle environment as they
grow up, watching scenes of
erime and alechelic or drug
dependent parent.

In different parts of the

world, adults are fighting
with weapons.
though children have the love
of their parents they are
with wars. To
the contrary, though there are
no wars they are abused by
adults and happened to lack
for love. Children should not
be exposed to either of these
environment. [ believe what
little I ecan do now 1z Lo
prevent children from growing up
into adults wha affirm war and
vialence and to teach them that
vinlence i3 wrong.

Children at ehild care
centers are voung and their
mastery of language is not vet
complete.  They tend to bite or
heat their friends. AL such times
[ look into their eves and
reprimand them with
expressions and words as i 1
were a “wicked old waman”, but
praying in my heart that they
would never bhecome adults to
fight the war or use violence.
At other times, 1 try to respect
every child as a human being,
pour ocut my hearl Lo encourapge
those children who have been
wounded to feel that “1 am being
loved™ or “the child care center
is a safe place”.

As T think of the situation,
I am somewhat surprised te find
that my attitude toward child
care is built on what I had
learned at the refugee camp 13
vears ago,

WArS Even

surrounded

savere
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Interview

International Telephone that Connects
Cambodia with Yamagata

A news program called “Global Islands 7 (Velock” is aired

every Sunday morning by Yamagata Broadeasting.

People

living in 13 countries such as Cambodia, Tanzania, and Czecho
are connected by telephone, and freelance journalists, college
professors and foreigners fluent in Japanese acting as reporters
talk familiar topies [rom each couniry.

CYR has joined the network in 1993 and its Japanese staffl
in Cambodia has been sending reports on village children and
adoption programs for orphans in Cambodia once a month,

We talked to Ms. Nonomura, the program director, about

this unigque program.

——FPlease tell us more about this
program which people living in
different parts of the world tell the
news of the places they live.

It is true that we can “catch”
international news in Yamagata
“via Tokyo". But the news
reported by mass media are
almaost the same. We try to
discover news which mass media
would ignore or is not aware of.

—What was your reason for

King's Birthday in Cambodia

Ociober 31 was King MNorodom
Sihanouk Varman's Tith birthday.
Feople cerchrated the occasion for
three days in a row. There are not
many countries in the world where the
King's birthday is cerebrated for thrae

days.

His Majesty's portrails were hung
all over the fown and crowds pathered
at the plaza in front of fhe palace to
see Cambodia's traditional dances and
comic shows. They eame on cyelos
and motoreyeles. Usually four people
Some
family of six or seven including a baby
came on a motercvele o celebrate the

ride on a motoreyele hore.

birthday.

Ag the entertainment started, the
audience in the front stood up in
S0t

exciterment and were told fo
down!" from behind very often.
{Broadeast on NMovember 3)

starting “Report from
Cambodia”?

The producer in charge of the
program covered the war in
Cambodia in 1972, and we have
since been concerned about the
situation in the country.

In 1983 Cambodia held the
general election, and we wanted
to see the direction in which the
country was heading under the
new government. We needed a

reporter, and met CYR.

——In what way are vyour
listerners interested in Cambodia?

In 1994, we asked our
listeners to join CYR in sending
picture beooks to children in
Cambeodia, and received about
F 300,000 as donations. We thus
learned that the lisieners’ interests
were much higher than we had
anticipated.

—What topics would you like
CYR to report from Cambodia?

We are interested in how
Cambodia builds the country, and
what positions education and
medicine will he pgiven in the
governmenl's policies.,

We would also like to learn
what assistance the Japanese
and Japanese
volunteer groups can offer and
what resultz they are achieving.

We look for these news
ochserved by people living there
with the eves of “ants”™ living close
to the ground.

government

FEOHRER

Tha program broadcoasted
fram the radio station.
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Volunteer Activities
by a Company

There iz a mail
company for children's clothes
made of ecotton. CYR received
donations of new clothes from the
Company this spring and autumn
and held bazaars.
school students who participated
in “Creative Seminar for Global
Being=" sponsored by Shizuclka
Prefecture helped with the events.
This offered good opportunities to
them to learn about international
cooperation by NGOs.

The Company is engaged in
a unigque recycling activity in the
1I.5. They give discount coupons
for new items to their clients in
exchange for old clothes.
10,000 pieces are collecled in &
month. The old clothes are given
to charity, and the Company thus
contributes to the community.
This activity is made possible only
because both the manufacturer
and CONSUMErs
understanding about the issua.

Many companies and local
governments are increasingly
taking interests in voluntear
activities and social work CYR
respects this increased awareness
and wish to work together for the
COMIMOon causd.
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