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DEC (Development and Education for Children)
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Koi: There are problems with That laws.
A huge amound of money (5 necessary
te be recongnized as an orgonizofion.
Withowt furds, they will have to take
"dirly donations” from individuals,

Yui: We need to have firm beliel in our
activities. We must discuss things
openly with donors and supporters.
Some MNGOs do not speak their mind
frankly because they are afraid to offend
We had an offer for
dongtion from a liguor manufacturer,
but we turned it down,  How can we
talk of the ill effecis of alechal i we
receive their money T We won't receive
donation againsi our policy.  We only
do what we can with what we have.

such groups.

What We Want From Our
Government

Kof: How showld an NGO act in relation
ta the government ¥

Yui: We want the government to do
whatever they can do, and we should
For instance, an NGO
cannot build schoals all over the country
even if it had lots of money. [ think
they  should the
government. We should not constantly
but we

accept them.

cooperate  with
eriticize them for inaction,
ourselves should take the imtiative.

Koi: NGOs should do  what
government does nol or cannol do.
Yui: Yes. We should act on their
behalf, let them reap the result, and help
them to obtain positions. Then, they
will give us opportunities to expand our
What we should do is o wark

the

activities,
on people directly to make changes
through our activities.
think the same way as the government
does, but they may change as they work
together with us. This, I think, is a
meaningful role for NGOs,

We need not

Koi: What should overseas NGOs do in
the fulure ¥

Yui: For Thailand, we would like them
io carry out activities in rural arcas.
There are Thai NGOs in cities, hut not
in rural areas,  Bul there are real needs
for assistance in rural areas. 1 wish
they would work in villages so that

villagers do not need to come to the cities.
The problems in the eities stermn from
this influx. Owverseas NGOs will be
helping us if they would work in villages.
Koi: Thank vou very much,

B e e e e o el

FELC{Foundation for Better Life of
Children)

Established on Septermnber 8, 1888,

Their activities are focused on Bangkok
and Angthong.
Their activities in urban areas in
Thailand are supported by financial
assistance from groups in Norway,
Germany and U.5.

Mr. Yui Wanlop (40yr.old), the
represantative, has established the
organization. He speaks out and takes

an active part on issues regarding
children.

DEC{Development and Education for
Children)

Has besn active in Bangkok and
Aranyaprathat as a division of CYR in
Thailand since 1893. DEC’s activities
are supported by Postal Savings for
International Voluntary Aid (POSIWVA)

in Japan and other financial
assistance.

Ms.  Sivika Prakobsantisukh
(33yrold)  has  worked for  the

organization since 1987 and is currently
the head of its Bangkok office (since
1984),

She says " | don’t want my people to
be someone who just sit and wait for
rmoney” .
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Why Don’t Things Improve ?
Pains and Problems for NGOs in Thailand

Majar activities of FELC
{ Foundation for Better Life of
Children), an NGO in Thailand, are
assisting  with
construction workers’ children and
job training for street children in
urban areas. DEC (CYR's Thai
office), on the other hand, is
engaged in activities mainly in Thai
rural areas. What are the problems
faced by them ?

Mr. Yui Wanlep (Yui) of FELC
and Ms. Sivika Prakobsantisukh
{Koi) of DEC met in Bangkok in
June and discussed the current
conditions of Thai children.

education of

Government’'s Paolicies
Obscure the Problems of
Children

Foi: What do vow think of the current
conditions of Thai children £

Yui: Some problems are larger hare than
anywhere else.  For instance, problems
of girl prostitutes, child labor and street
children. Children ran away {rom their
problem -ridden homes and  become
involved in drugs and prostitution.,

FKoi: What policies does the government
have regarding these problems

Yui:
projects, issues of children are hidden,

In the eounlry’s development

Some efforts are, however, cvident in
practice.  The Ministry of Education,
for instance, now enlorces compulsory
education for nine wvears and opened
pre-school classes.  There are laws
regarding child prostitution and street
children, even though they may he
somewhat inadequate,  There are many
activities at the prefectural level, too.

Foi: NGOs are faced with the fact thal
various ministries are engaged in
withoud i
comprehensive poltey and well - defined

separale programs

Chilel care centers are
operated by different ministries and
agencles withow! any integrated policles.
Yui: Basically it is better to have more

responsibilities,

centers even I they arve disorganized.
But the povernment subsidizes Lhe
centers based on the number of children
attending. Thal's no good.
seramble for children because they want

They
more money.  Such changes in the
systemn coupled with the ministries’ and
sections” light lor budget result in
alienating children  and
The system may he good,

children's
activities.
but not its management,

Koi: It
opportunities for education o voung

mry  be  fine to extend
children, but primary education itself
arc offered to pre-school children.
DEC thinks this {s not good,  Small
children showld be laught what is
appropriale for thelr age tn appropiate
LUV,

Yui: The problem in schools s that
teachers do not have adeguate knowledge
of children's developrent and education,
Sehonls think that anvbody can beoome
a teacher 1o make up Tor the shortage
of teachers so long as they can get more
money with the inerease in the students
body.

small children, maybe it 35 betler for

If & primary school can look after
all concerned,

Quick Turnover of
Officials of Ministry of
Education

Koi: Does of meen thal such o method
may hear good resull on o long range
basis 7

Yui: Yes,
that the government shulfles officials
of Ministry of Education belore they are
acquainted with NGOs and understand
NGOz activities.  In Thailand, a position

The problem, however, is

is s0 important. Vying for positions

prevents ellective implementation of the
system.

Foi: The personnel management is also
a big problem in villages.  Warking
hard for ehildren (s not well evaluated,
and thus does notl lead to o better
position.  That is why the Community
Development Centers are not interested
in child core centers.  Primary schools
weend mere children but the gualily of
their teachers is not at aofl good
Villugers thus have trouble trying o
decide where to send their children.
Yui: What should we da?  The program
1z good, but it is not practicable.

NGOs Dependent on
Overseas Financial
Assistance

Koi: While most NGOs working wilth
chilifren foois on the problems of slum
children ard streat childven, they are
not very much nlerested in villnge
children.  Wheat do vouw think of i, Y ?
Yui: NGO0s in Thailand must earry out
activities that appeal to their overseas
benefactors,  Most activities are keved
to  the
organizations.
NGOs lies in
overseas aids.

interests  of  overseas  aud
The weaknesz of Thai
their dependence on
Although they cannot
collect all the money thev need by
thermzelves, overseas financial aids tend
to restrict the recipienis' activities and
make  their

Crgpanization which directly address the

crganization  fragile.
nepds of village childeen are rare at
present.  Bural crganizations” aclivities
take the form of promoting community
devalopment 1o inerease the housshold
income, and to offer better environment
o children.  In the final analysis, there
may he no longer any NGO aclivities
in rural areas. That will endanger the
existence of Thai NGO activities,
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Wishes of a Child Mlﬂder
in Pray Ta Touch Village

K.hin Sokhon (28yr.old) who went on to &
junicr high frem Bankyan primary school
started working thres and a half years ago
in a child care center supported by CYK
(Caring for Young Khmer -CYR's office in
Cambodia). She describes a typical day at
tha center and her thoughts about her duties,

What is vour reaszon for becoming a child
minder ?

"1 thought it was a meaningiul work
to help children to develop and grow,
[ hope they will become fine adults with pood
manners,”

What do villogers think of the cenler 7

"They think it is a good place to train
pre-school children,  Children are taught
to sing and dance and have books read to
them.”

What are the things that you want from the
parents of children ?

"Mothers help lo prepare meals and
fathers help to make toys and do repair
wark. But that is not enough. I wish they
would take more initiative.”

What are the things that you are concerned
far children ?

"Their health. We take pood care so
that children’s nutrition may improve by
providing meals from the center, also we
bathe them and have their teeth brush every
day so their personal hygiens would
improve. But their overall health is not
necessarily good.  For ane thing, mothers'
knowledpge for children's health or hygiens
are not sufficient yet,

Also aceidents; children might get hurt
because of heavy traffic on the trunk road,
[ also wateh out so they don’t get hurt while
playing on the slide or swings,

Some children drown everv wvear
particularly during the rainy season, and
I warn tham against swimming or poing
near ponds in the neighborhood.

Wheet do yvo think of their Julure 7
"I am uncertain. Will the fighting
continue? Will we be poor always? Mavbe
aur life will not improve. 1 do hope that
our country's conditions are improved when
they grow up.”
What is an ideal child care center for you ?
" A center which helps children to grow
up healthy znd to be able to judge what is
good and bad. T hope it will always be a
"relaxing’ place for them."

(Iiut.ﬂrﬁ.rsml.cd by Maki ICHIKAWA Jun.1st)

L e b o e b

EBFTD—HE A Day at a Child Care Center

h M E .'HI L EEEARBOHE Child minders arrive
EHRMOEE @
FLLht0EE - BE H L@k o B E ‘?ﬁ
7:30 | FEbEHHEE % Children arive
HmEss
i RE ot Breakfast
(b= i@, TELrEiEhTh :
_ ﬁhﬂj}mfr} frr(] @
BEE & = T Thhi R ‘En Playtime
(B0 . R0 mng,
PP DR R - 2 THE =
S| BHEBEU Flaytime ‘ﬁ %
52 10:30 | EEFAOHFTKET Bathing
= :'11..:-.30. FEODEERE (@) Lunch
#Fﬂ‘r‘ifﬂ_rl?mf% Brush teeth &
E‘E Map
B BT Playtime ﬂ’
CPLM LT I]ﬁ:-' oo Refreshments L
] Ui - TR - BROBEETAY) =) &
S TH—svekesO— (R, BYKES)]
= %&%T“Eﬁ.‘}}i% Children go home
320 BEEALEORE  Child minders go home
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Japanesd NGO Center for International
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Profaszor of Child -study Subjest, Faculty
of Home Economics, Msums Wamen's
University.
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Cooperation(JANIC).

GREAT HANSHIN EARTHQUAKE
AND VOLUNTEERS

— CYR Forum “Roles of NGO" —
June 3, 1995 Tokyo

Aramaki(Coordinator): My [irsl encounter with CYR dates
back to 1980 in a refuges camp near Cambodia - Thai horder
when [ met Ms, ligiri and some others standing in a hut
forlornly. 1 remember wondering if they could really make
it. I am therelore more than happy to find CYER 0 active
after 15 vears.

We would like to discuss the activities of volunteers and
NGOs in Kobe after the earthquake on Jan, 17, Let me ask
them o describe what impressed them maost,

Suzuki: If we had eflicient information management and
an organization to use information practically, things could
have been better. So many ideas came up, but we had no
linancial or human resources to put them to action,
MNakamura: We learned that if a normal daily activities such
as 4 child care eenlar or school could be resumed alter 10
days or sa, children could feel 2o secure. [ feel a keen need
af re-opening schools and child care centers as soon as
possible after & major disaster.

Yamazaki: | feel most stroogly about the death of 5502
persons. | believe that we should accurmulaie more knowhow
to support life in emergencies.

Fukamizu: | was most impressad by so many young people
volunteering to work in Kobe.,

Crisis Management of Information

Yamazaki: The situation was so urgent and critical; we tried
to exchange information by PC and portable telephones,
but we couldn't get through until it was 2 or 3 a.m, The
system of securing and collecting precise information did
not work well in a real emergency.

An elderly person who was dead was not missed for one
manth. I think we need to devise an effective and efficient
information netwarle which we need to update every ten
rinutes.

MNakamura: Local medical institulions, child care and
education organizations, and other local systems resumed
their routine work at a speed unthinkable in developing

countries.  We need to diminish the voluniser aclivities
accordingly.

Az for the crisis management of administration, they were
the mosl incapable and nefficient among all forms of
adminisiration that [ have observed so far in many
developing countries.  Some of them may lack information,
]

but to have no Crisie Management...!
coortlination hetween the admimistration and volunteers is

An effective

possible only when the administration functions properly
at the time of crisis. Otherwise, it will be very dangerous
to work togpether when there is no such [unetion.

Training as Volunteers

Nakamura: Young people are concerned shout various things
when they work as volunteers, A voluntesr should be able
to offer some kind of “skill ™ or speciality, Unforiunately,
there is no place in Japan where they can acquire such kind
of “speciality”. There is also no voluntesr coordinator who
can teach the skill.

Oba: I strongly feel that * volunteer ©  classes should not
be absorbed in & university curriculum,  Some private
universities are viewing  “valunteer course” as their tool for
survival.

I think that we need to review whal a professional like
myself with a specialily in children’s life and development
O the other hand, we should
re-consider whal 2 volunleer training course should offer,

can do working as a volunteer.

I think we should view these two points as issues which
eoncern myself as a faculty member.

[ think we learned that willingness or preparedness in
daily life to respond lo emergencies such as the Greal
Earthquake was most important,

Aramaki: We would like to hear the concluding remark rom
Fr. Fukamizu now.

Fukamizu: To have listened to you, | felt that we should
now think of ways to utilize this bout of energy that is
occurring in some form with a greater perspective.

10
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Annual Meeting for 1995

C YR held its 15th Annual Meeting
on June 11 (Sun) in Tokyo.
Attended by 332 members (35 by person
and 297 by proxy), the mesting heard
reports for 1994, plans for 1995 for
Cambodia, Thailand and Japan, and
approved the account Tor 199 and the
budget for 1995.

At the meeting, the photos, panels
and reports depicling CYT's aclivilies
were shown including toys made at child
care centers in Cambodia and Thailand
and the record describing the mohile
child care "Poppo” {or children of Kobe
affected by the Jan. 17 Great
Earthquake.

In Cambodia, evaluation and
review of activities began this year, and
in Thailand an evaluation report on the
activities for four years is in progress.

The Meeting closed with an address
by Fr. Masakatsu FUKAMIZLT, the
representative of CYR, with particularly
emphasis that CYR would aim for the
improvement of child care activities in
Cambodia and Thailand.
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CYR—a Bridge lo the Global Cﬂmmumty‘
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*Caring for Young Relugees" was
established 15 vears ago to assist the

Cambodian refugee children in a

refugee camp. The children were
then the souree of our aspirations to
be better members of the world
community. We learned to care and
respect each other as we lived with
them.

The yﬂrung refugees who utt&nded
CYR's Child Care Centers counted
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the camp in 1992.

Although in a small scale, CYR
now operates in two countries;
Thailand and Cambodia continuing
io focus on a developmental work

~where spirit of self - help is essential,

but where children and women are

“much in need of support for their

—well -being,

7,833 since 1980 until the closure of

CYR's aim is to
encourage people to live with mtegrltv
and in harmonv.
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