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People of Indochina seriously learn Japanese,
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Is Japanese Society Open to Them? |

CYR{Caring for Young Refugees)staff have

| wisited Indo-Chinese people living in Japan
| since 1987 to help them study Japanese and

other subjects. Their situation has gradually
changed since then. One example is a rising
number of volunteer organizations in Kanag-
awa homes for many Indo-Chinese people.
CYR's activities, aimed at arousing local

people's interest in creating a community |

more open to these foreigners, seems fo be at |

last bearing fruit.

Impression of Visit
Vannapha Sayyapasith
Vannapha Sayyapasith, came to

{ Japan in 1985 from Vientiane, Laos. 3She
| worked by day, attending junior high by

night. She wanted to advance to senior high,
but gave up the ides eventually. Eager to be
better at Japanese, however, she decided to
learn from a CYR volunteer at home. She
was satisfied with two yrs. of experience,
hecause the volunteer tried to understand
her poor Japanese, unlike other people whao
were reluctant to talle with her. They went

to amusement parks and various events |

together, She was particularly encouraged
by being treated as a friend in an unfamiliar
situation. She also received advice on any
trouble encountered. She now has little
difficulty speaking Japanese, but is still em-
barassed by the distinction between surface
principle and hidden true intention, often
seen in Japan. She felt at ease with the
volunteer, though, who understood the cul-
tural differences, Although the program

| finished three years ago, she says if she has

a chance again, she would like to study new

| fields like kanii.

CYR staff back from a refugee
camp in Thailand visited Cambodians set-
tling in Japan in 1987, marking the start of
this volunteer program.

Therefore, they were on equal,
and not on teacher-student terms. s,
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Soyvapasith is satisfied with friendships and

| their study of Japanese proved a success.

Though effective for those with a

| certain level of Japanese speaking skill, this

| method might be difficult for beginners.

Speaking in native language, one person said
the method was not systematic enough. for
study. Programs in future should be worked
out, according to the level of each person.

Facing Difficulties From Volunteer
Akiko Aikawa

I visited a Vietnamese family of
four in '8% and '90. The two daughters, aged
18 and 16 then, attended a junior high outside
their school zone, which had a class on intl.
understanding.  So they couldn't make
friends with neighbor. They wouldn't attend
events of their housing complex, though a
notice was circulated. [ couldn’t attend
these events together, either, as my house
was not in the same district.

The parents hardly spole
Japanese at work. On days off, thev stayed
at home or spent time with compatriots.
They complained of symptoms like head-
ache and insomnia, due to heavy stress. At
first, I tried to be with them as long as
possible, but thought later it might adversely
affect their stability. It seemed to me the
parents wanted to return home in the future,
while the daughters preferred to live in
America. 30 | couldn’t force them to get
used to Japanese life. They are from Ho Chi
hlinh, used to an urban life, while [ love a
simple life in the country, unlike other peo-
ple. I tried to dissvade them from using
doctors or medicine easily, urging them to
exercise more. However, it was difficult to
interfere in their way of life, though they
changed gradually. They could have felt

more relaxed, had we continued our associa-

tion as friends.
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The Latest from Thailand

| Survey on Nurseries

New Activities Scheduled in
2 Villages

A CYR survey of 14 nurseries in
Aranyaprathet, Thailand, revealed the fol- |
lowing problems. Among them problems |
oceurred, in nurseries CYR iz helping thosze
in Parai and Mongyaplong vils. _

1. Low salaries for teaching staff(300. |
1,000baht); 2. UNBRO suspended rice sup-
ply in Jan, half of which teaching staff had
exchanged for cash; 3. Water shortage for
4 months of dry season; 4. Material is poor
both in quality and quantity; 5. Poor inter-
est of villagers in nurseries; 6. Lack of |
teaching staff's knowledge on children’s |
growth: 7. Lack of parents’ interest in |
educating their children; 8. Villagers show
no willingness to improve their village. This
is partly due to excessive aid for over 10
VEATE,

Bazed on these results, CYR has decid-
ed to help nurseries in Nongprue and Tap-
phrik vils. instead.

Khao | Dang (KID) Refugee Camp
Close at Last
Remaining Refugees Went to Site 2

KID Refugee camp, where CYR has
helped nurseries since '80, was closed on |
Mar.3d. Most refugees returned home, while
those who remained moved to Site 2.

Houses were destroved or burned and
piles of garbage were seen everywhere,
making the camp like a ghost town. Some
refugess must have hurriedly left their
homes behind. Fire was burning their books, |
kitchen utensils, and even the very existence
of the camp and its long history. I felt as if
I heard the Khmer people crying in the
burning flame. Beautiful flowers grown by
the refugees showed a sharp contrast,

The closing ceremony capped the 13-
vear history of the refugee camp. Each of
199 refugees was blessed by a priest, then
headed home by bus.
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Report on Activities in Cambodia at

“KACCS Forum 93" “Teruki Ogawa
Eyesight loss from Malnutrition?!

2nd KACCS Forum was held on Jan.
a0 in Sannomiva, Kobe, attended by many peo-
ple from the nurzing field. Prof. Emiko Ishigaki
of grad. school, Seiwa Col., delivered a speech, ”
Child Education in time of Internationalization”.
[ was particularly impressed with her report on
how children are educated on desegreation in
claszes. For instance, when a child of a different
skin color was bullied, a teacher made the chil-
dren touch each other’s hands to make them
recognize mutual difference, In another case,
children took a bath with dolls representing
different races. Thus, they can learn the impor-

. tance of accepting people of different races.

Meanwhile, Pimwalee Nis-
awattananan and Michiko Nomura, both CYR
staff, made a report on their activities in Came-
bodia. According to their report, failure at
weaning time often causes malnutrition among
children, some of whom eventually lose their
evesight, They stressed that local people should
learn to consume food containing protein and
vitamins, besides just rice. Meanwhile, using a
toilet was a completely new experience for
children, They scared at first, but gradually got

used to the new habit. Indomitable spirit of |

local children with a cheerful face certainly
impressed the participants

We ot really excited at an entertain-
ment corner, where several foreign students
introduced games of their own country and then
we Lried them together. We had a good time
with people with different cultulal background
and of different age. I myself joined a game of
bullfight. This may be one form of cross
cultural exchang.
Empty Cans Collected by Saitama Children
Helped Cambodian School

A donation of 13,000 was miven to a
primary school in Samrong Khrom vil,Dec 17
last year, by Omiva Municipal Higashi Miya-
shita Prim. School. It was for building a fence to
protect a vegetahle garden in the school grounds
irom cows. These vegetables are grown by
children and served at schoal Tunch so they can
he better nourished. However, the place is fear-
ed to be a feeding place for cows, which are
usually left at large in Cambodia. The fence
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A thank you letter from Cambodian primary school students.
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would despel this worry.

Higashi Mivashita School cooperates
Educ.Ministry's program to study how to edu-
cate return students. Children of different
nationalities, China, Taiwan, Cambodia etc.,
attend classes with Japanese friends. The cam-
paign this time with the catchphrase "Collect
empty cans for Cambodian children”, iz part of
the education on internationalization and envir-
omnent. It is aimed at arousing children's interst
in environment problems in daily life. Cambodia
was chosen becaunse some foreign children there
are from Cambodia, where people are still suf-
fering from a dragging war.

The campaign was held between Oct,
17 and Dec.17. 400kg of cans, worth ¥13,000 was
collected. I hope local children will understand
the effort and dedication of Japanese children,
resulting in a start of international exchanges,
Following are letters written by pupils of each
achool,

From Japan to Cambodia
Dear friends:

We hear you grow vegetables in the |

school grounds,
collecting empty cans since Oct. to be of some
help for you. We hope you will use our small
demation for building a fence and for other
purpeses. 'We will continue this campaign in the
future. I hope vou will have a good harvest.
Please take good care of vourself.

From Cambodia to Japan

It iz really exciting for us to have
many Japanese friends. Our school is shabby
indeed, With leaks in the roof and holes in the
floor,d to 10 children share one desk to study,
though most of them are broken.
concentrate on study, for we have to help our
parents at home. We are very poor because of
war lasting over 20 vears.

You wrote about future donations,
which we would greatly appreceate. CYK
donated notebooks, ballpoint pens and pencils
this year. However, prices are high and we are
still short of everything.
we could build a fence to protect our vegetables
from cows. We cannot find the right words to
thank vou May God bless you.

We cannot

[e to your donation,

Here in Japan, we have been |
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Reception Center

With general elections due in May, Cam-
hodian refugees are coming home, 285,166 people
returned as of Feh.5, 285,261 of them from Thailand.
Thev can hardly expect peace at home.  Former
Thai staff member Hiromi Ueda reports on the
returness,

arrive from Thailand at Dtakl R&L&pttull LLnitr in
Battambang every Friday. For them, back home
after 10 y1s. of ahsence, this is not the end. The next
ch]. rhﬂ. hL;Hin to search ftnr their I'arm'lz. rmtl

m[n_nrju,_luun fram qnurrL‘-‘. in L‘mﬂ}mim [‘lE‘fl‘l!’Lhand
So they mostly succeed in the searching over two
days, leaving here after a 1 -week stay, The same
process continues every week, and each returnes
heads for a final destination. With a new life ahead,
I can see hoth expectation and worry on their faces.
Evacuation from Settlernent

All returnees cannal settle at their final
destination. In Bobledfl, north-west of Otaki, fight-
ing started this vear between Ehmer Houge and
Phonom Penh Government forces, villagers, includ-
ing returnees from Thailand, had to evacuate, leav-
i their harvest behind.

[ =AW A4 Wolnan "."."hl:l.Fl:“ new ]'Iﬂ-L:H'L' was
completily destroyed, and a family who were
involved in the battle on arrival. People built a
temporary hut on schoal grounds to sleep in. The
rice crop was burmed to ashes, and retrunees had no
place to go.

Uneasy Life Awailing

How about returiges who could settle
zafely? Villages of returnees, located south of
Otaki, can be easily found because their new houses
are closely packed together. Returnees must have
heen disgusted swith the crowded Thai refugec
camps with no\ privacy at all. Are they scared of
zomething to live like this?

I saw '@ woman in her 20s, who returned
to Aol vilin April 92 She settled there with her
hushand and 2 children. Farmland prepared by
UNHCR{United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugess) was' dkm. away, shared with other wvil-
lagers. The Harvest was too small beeause of dry
wenther, Thev have somehow lived through it so far
with rations from UNHCE, which will® last only
until March. She expects UNHCE to give seed rice
apain this vear. But even if they can grow rice this
vear, they have nothing to eat until harvest time,
with no fortune, nor relatives to rely on.

She showed me only a2 food stamp she
ctill had. She can receive 40 days” worth of food
with this. but have no guarrantee afterward. How-
pver, she couldn't think of the future, just repeating
in 8 wealk voice that she had no ides what to do.
Fight to Live

Life of returnees for the past vear was
not so different from life in Thai refugee camps.
Rations will be suspended soon, on which a fight for
them to live will really start. They have lived just
on aid for 10 vears. their independence lost com-
pletely. 5o life ahead must be hard, The expectation
gpen on returness’ faces at Otaki, can be found no
more, All T can see here is disappointment, [ saw
thiz all frequently at refugee camps. Back home,
expecting peace, they still must go a long way to
make their dreams come troe.
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From Kansai
Panel Display at "Cultural

Exchanges for Children of Asian
Mationalities Living in Japan”
The above event was
held Jan6 at PFiloti Hall, Mor-
inomiva,, Osaka. It was organized
by Asia Houselrepresented hy

Keiko Shigel. A Kansai group of
CYR(Caring for Young Refugees)
displayed panels. The event
attracted 13,000 visitors in all.  On
stage, children of origing like
China, South Korea,North Korea,
Laos, Okinawa, and the Ainu all
living in Japan, performed their
own dances and music. Children of
Asia House troupe performed a
play on affluence, garbage and
enviroment problems.  Mayumi
Yamakawa, T.V. personality,
attended as a guest and sang
together with the children. At
night, a group of three members
with nursing experience introduced
children’s songs with choreogra-
phy, followed by an encore song
accompanied by sign languages. 1
was impressed with the sight of
people moving there hands to the
zong. No leaflets were left over at
CYR display section. We are look-
ing forward to people's comments
on our display. Everybody says
they want to do it again.
(Michihire Sasaki)

From Okayama

The biggest event
recently in Olavama was the dis-
patch of Masaki Ioku to Aranya-
prathet, the site of CYR accomoda-
tions and office in Thailand, loku,
nicknamed “Oka-yan”, visited
there to help CYR local staff with-
draw from Kaoh-Ldan camp by
Now.'892 and to move the Aran
office. His energetic activity was
supported by a good apetite, which
exhausted Pheap and Mieko Ta-
kada, in charge of cooking. The
staff eventually decided to eat out,
but no snoner than dishes were put
on the table than Iolu used his
Astonished staff just
looked at empty dishes and loku's
face.

chopsticks.

At first, local children
asked why he was so big. They
soon called him  elephant and
always surrounded him. Poot even

saif loku might have been an ele.
phant in a former life. Taking this
opportunity, we have been exchan-
ging letters direetly with the
Aranyaprathet staff. We hear chil-
dren are looking forward to seeing
[oku again. He wil certainly visit
there, when he raises enough
Money,

{Teruki Ogawa)
From Fukuyama
For People’s Independence

Fimwalee MNis
awattananan and Michiko Nomur-
a, both CYR staff, reported Jan.il
on their activity in Cambodiz.
What intersted me most was the
importance for local people to be
independent.  Providing human
resouces, goods and technology
alone may made them dependent
on the mercy of major powers, with
aid ending in complancency. They
both said that CYR's activities
cover many fields, giving consider-
ation of this fact, Details are avail-
able in the CYR WNews, but the
following poinis were stressed in
their report.

1. To always think and
carry out things for themselves
until it becomes a habit.

2 To discuss everything
from Cambodian situations to per-
sonal opinions in oder to deepen
mutal understanding on the hest
way to extend help. These twao
paints are lacking in what is offer-
ed by the Japanese Government as
aid. Voices are mounting to estab-
lish & WGO in Fukuyama, Details
are undecided, but we will do our
best for the self-independence of
local people, with these points in
mind. {Chieme Soya)
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Mass at the Univ, of the Sacred Heart Church
“For Caring for Young Refugees(CYRI"

Mass for CYR was held Dec. 8 at the
church of the Univ. of the Sacred Heart.
During the mass, Cantate domino performed
Gregorian chants. The 347,009 yen which was
collected at the mass was later contributed to
CYR. We deeply appreciate this contribution.
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Heartwarming Charity Concert

Yoko Yamamoto, poet, held a charity
concert for CYR Jan. 24 in Shinjuku, Tokve. It
was her first concert, composed of children’s
songs and poems. The heartwarming concert
will be held once a year in the future. In
addition to being a poet, Ms. Yamamoto is also
a planner of the museum of Poems and
Children’s Songs, now being constructed in
Kawaba vil., Gunma. It will open this autumn,
and future concerts and displays of her poems
and overseas musical instruments.

Ms. Yamamoto is the head of Kamata
Post Office in Setagayva. She learned about
CYR through Yutaka Kumagai, Business Div.
Chief, Postal Savings Bur.(formerly Voluntary
Deposit for International Aid Office. Chief),
Min. of Posts and Telecom. She donated the
net profit of the concert, 88,000 ven, to CYR,
designated as one of the organizations to be
allocated contributions collected via Volunteer
Savings sponsored by the Ministry. We
heartily appreciate her donation.

Ms. Yamamoto wrote the words of many
songs chosen for the NHE music enmpetition
for students, as well as many school songs. She
also wrote poems like “Sazabune"(Bamboo-
leaf Boat), and the words of many songs
released on record or CD.
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Christmas Party

CYRI(Caring for Young Refugees) members
in Tokyo held a Christmas Party on Dec. 20,

~ attended mostly by those who joined the picnic

in Nov. Our events were originally aimed at
promoting exchanges with Indo-Chinese people
in Japan, but the Christmas party became
international with the presence of Iranian and
American people as well. We had a good time,
making sandwiches and playing games.
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Valunteer Group “Tekuteku™ Inaugurated

Some CYR members in Tokyvo have
started a volunteer group called
“Tekuteku,” aimed at supporting CYR in
events, translation, and other activities.
You are free to attend a briefing session
from 18 ! 00, held on the third Thursday
of every month,
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To Be a Helping Hand for
Refugees
Hiroko Wakabayashi,
Funabashi City

By reading newspapers and
watching TV, | have learned of
the miseries young refugees are
facing. | hove been wondering,
as o mother and as o human,

what | can do to help them.

Learning Hard for Future
Activities

Kunimitsu Yamamoto,

Gifu Pref.

When | was o child, news on
Indo-Chinese

my inferest in refugee problems.

refugees roused
| was shocked al the activities of
Japan, compared with the more
positive aclivifies of wvalunfeer
groups from other countries.
Lafer, as a high school student, |
visifed Thailand and met litle
refusees. Finishing high school, |
sfudied in Canada and the U. 5.

for 3 yrs. in all. Based on these

decided fo

study developing couniries and

experiences, ['ve

their refugee problems, and fo
be engaged in this field in the
futlure. | am earning schoel
expenses in Japan fo alfend a
college in Vermonf, U. 5. from

this September.

What | Thought
Yoshimitsu Kimura, Tokyo
| sympathized with your artficle
for high school students (in the
30th

arficle made me think of various

issug) on refugees. The

things.

First, Japanese volunteers foil
fo extend frue help, jusi provid-
ing money and goods insfead.
Second, we should not feel pily
for refugees, since each person
lives a differeni life peculiar to
each region. Third, | think the
Lactian girl is much more gener-
ous and mature than we, as she
haie the

doesn't Joponese

despite the discriminafion she
received. Japon today is nof
happy in o frue sense, which we
had beiter not show to refugees.

Though kind and cheerful,
people in Combodia and in
Somalia fight each other. This
may partly be dus fo influences
from foreign counfries. | wos
once fold thai economy is based
on desire. [f economic develop-
ment, reloted also te natural
desfruction, drives people fo
war, it may be unwelcome. Why

can people not be satisfied at a

maderate level? Mow szems fo
ke o lime fo face nafure with
gratitude and modesty, as we

used lo.

I've studied the lofe Edo
period for 2 yrs. Samurai then
were polite and wise enough fo
negotiate squarely with for-
eigners, despite Jopan’s isola-
tian. In addition cilizens were
well-educated, resuvlfing in
Japan’s recognition as an in-
dependent state. | am proud of
this fact and think it was suppor-
ted by people's inferest in sfudy.
A high

Jopan is not worth being shown

school student said

abroad, indicating education
today iz heading in the wrong
direction.

Giving aid blindly, however,
will have & negafive eaffect
Jopan wos provided aid by the
U.5. affer the War on a give-
and-take bosis. But Cambedian
people just look at PKO. They
should

roods, for instence, from SDF

learn how 1o repair
personnel,

Therefore, | Sympathize with
CYR efforts fo educale children.
Aid is achieved only when peo-
ple are educoted enocugh fo
recanstruct for themselves. Then,
Japanese people may learn
from them in the fulure.

Before concluding my [efter, |
would like to wish you success in

your fulure achivities.
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In Thailand

A HA AV EETFT
Khao | Dang Refugee Camp

2 B230 Feb.2l
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&00 refugees who rejected repatria-
tion were transferred to Site 2
Camp by Thai troops and ..
otficers.

18?8 Marl
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A&y eiha, e FCHaRL

FO—MT e s,

All the refugees who wished for
repatriation left Khao 1 Dang.
Some abandoned houses at the
camp were purned.

1818 Marad
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Closing cerermnony for Khao [ Dang
Camp was held, 199 refugees
returned home,

3 30 Mar.30

4 b2, TRTDAYEST
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Site 2 Camp, the last camp for

Cambodian refugees, was closed.
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Aranyaprathet, Prachinbur Prov,

126 4 B Dec.t
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Water shortage due to dry season

worsened. Water tank was set in
the nursery’s vegetable garden,
1A938 Jant
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L, 13080 T F & f{ERdte— 4
L ETHELANL

A "Children's Day” party was held
at a nursery in Parai vil. and
attended by 130 people.

| B2t~ 8 1 B Jan.20-Feb. 1
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12nurseries  in  Aranyaprathe-
tAran) were researched.

1 B16E Jan.lb

& A R, & A ENER A
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Thai border guards accepted appli-
cation for entry into and departure
from border villages.

2820 Febl
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Home visits for children attending
a nursery in Parai vil. started, these
visits ended in March.
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The nurseries research report was
presented to Aran authority, and
activity in Nongprue vil. was decid-
ed.

? B23~27H Feb.21-21
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Took part in agric. training in Roi
Prov. visited facilities in Surin
Prov.

3822258 Mar.22-15
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Staff staved at home in Parai and

MNongprue vil,

In Cambodia
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Samrong Khrom Vil., Phnom Penh

128120 Dec.1l
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Residents held fund-raising
Bhuddist service to reconstruct
school, collecting 57,000 yen.
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Health program started to spread
knowledge on nutrition and health.
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The number of children accepted
by the nursery was raised to 5
from 35 al the request of residents.
2 B Feb.

27




A S R S e
Residents set up nursery steering
committes,

2 §208 Feb.28
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2nd toilet was installed at the nurs-
ery.

1 H24H Mar.24

R P O EREERET. ]
Foae=3, 7009 < (MR F
Je=HIR00 Y =), i FfE i
b2—~3fEih, REFEEOT
HehfeT.

Local currency fell to 3,700 riels
to [0S, dollar(300 ricls, same
period, last vear). Food expenses
rose =0 an increase in the nursery

lunch bucdget was allowed.
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Prey Ta Touch Vil., Randal Province

12138 Dec.13
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Residents held Bhuddist service for
nursery facilitiez and wells,
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Pork for nursery lunch which coul-
dn't be purchased due to price hikes
and goods shortages was substitut-
ed by other food.

1 AI6H Jan.16
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Thai staff talked of status quo of

Thai farm villages and technology

used there at the reguest of resi-

dents. 20 people attended.
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Many wvillagers attended harvest
festival at the nursery.,
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40 women were taught how o sew
children's wear with vsed clothes
donated by SVA.
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Babies in the vil, died of malnutri-

tion. Mothers learned about first
aid.
In Japan

EA
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Tokyo Bureau Director Minemura
introduced CYHR activities in a
phone interview on the NHE radio
program, "World 1 Saw.”

1 B138 Jan.13
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Tokyo staff Yamazaki reported on
CYR activities at the "Mothers
Ass, of Komaba Kindergarten”
Takvo.

1 A26+ 30« 31BJan.26,30-31
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Michike Nomura and Pimwalee

Misawattananan, both Cambodian

staff, gave a lecture in Tokvo,
Kobe, and Hiroslima.
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Dir. Minemura introduced CYHR
activilies.

2A138 Febas
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CY R activities were introduced by
member Torisu at Tokyo Women's
Christian College forum, and by
Ogawa of Okavama group at meet-
ing of Pref. Teachers Union.

? R21—~180 Feb.27-28
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"Takenoko Seminar” was held in
Kobe by Kansai group, and attend-
ed by 13 people. The seminar loo-
ked into the status guo of Indo-
Chinese people living in the Kansai
area.

1H3.6.27B Mari, 6,27
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Dir. Minemura introduced CYR
Kashiwa UNESCO
and two other events in

activities at
Assan.
Chiba and Kanagawa.

I R218 Mar.2l
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A Vietnamese food party was held

] 2y

in Tokyo, featuring meat balls and

CTEpes.

23




MTTESEG /) — ot

Thit:kho Trung
(F42Fav)
T EREOa—73

B (5 Aq)
E+¥ 51E
O—% | &
A (&6) 500g
[EEE Sihhy EsH.
il

EFl 2 EME L4 e RE Ok
T. HEOEGH - mHEERED
Mbbizdh zeha. BzHD
Bivviz, TE b’ E ZOHE
THAhS b, BEMITHDIL
T+, AR THEDGHL
CYR is a non-profit private
organization with no rela-
tions with specific political or
religious organizations. Our
wish is for children to grow in
good health, regardless of
CYR
inaugurated in Tokyo in 1980,

nationality. wWas

when Cambodian refugees
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drew worldwide attention.
For 13 years since then, we
have helped In do-Chinese ref-
Thailand,
Japan, and Cambodia.

ugee children in
Deserving the name,”Caring
for Young Refugees,” we have
tackled refugee problems and
practiced international coop-

WLgRAEEZ 52 (CYR)&l3=What is CYR (Caring for Youns Refugees)
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based on

eration mutual

anderstanding. Applying
experineces gained at. Thai
refugee camps, we are work-
ing hard to realize a refugee-

iree world.
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